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From  the  Dean 


Dear  Alumni/ae  and  Friends, 

It's  time  to  celebrate!  Indeed,  there  is  a  sense  of  celebration  permeating  the 
S.  Prestley  Blake  Law  Center  this  fall,  not  only  in  formal  celebrations,  but  also 
in  the  everyday  air.  There  is  a  very  palatable  sense  of  accomplishment. 

Students  arrived  this  August  to  find  our  $5.5  million  renovation  and  expan- 
sion project  complete  and  their  response  has  been  very  enthusiastic.  Our  Fall 
Convocation  ceremony,  at  which  we  welcomed  new  students  to  our  learning 
community,  took  on  greater  meaning  this  year  as  we  stood  inside  the  impressive 
new  entrance  and  lobby  of  our  modern  center  of  learning.  On  behalf  of  our  new 
and  returning  students  and  the  entire  Western  New  England  College  School  of 
Law  community,  I  thank  you,  our  many  loyal  supporters,  for  all  that  you  have 
done  to  help  us  achieve  this  major  step  forward  for  our  institution. 

In  recognition  of  another  accomplishment,  the  College  marked  the  comple- 
tion of  Transformations:  The  Campaign  for  Western  New  England  College  with 
a  campus-wide  celebration  on  June  3.  At  this  event,  College  President  Anthony 
S.  Caprio  announced  that  the  campaign  had  surpassed  its  $20  million  goal 
by  15  percent  and  raised  $23,234,950.  In  addition  to  capital  projects  such  as 
the  Blake  Law  Center  addition  and  Law  Library  expansion,  the  monies  raised  are  helping  to  create 
new  scholarships  and  new  courses,  support  programs  such  as  the  Law  and  Business  Center  for 
Advancing  Entrepreneurship,  and  make  improvements  in  technology  and  classrooms. 

Many  of  you  were  able  to  join  us  for  our  Ribbon  Cutting  ceremony  on  September  16  at  which 
we  symbolically  opened  the  door  to  a  new  era  in  our  development.  Dr.  Caprio,  his  administrators, 

members  of  the  Board  of  Trustees,  and  the  Law  Alumni  Board 
were  on  hand  to  mark  this  milestone.  We  thank  them  for  their 
vision  and  guidance  that  has  been  so  instrumental  in  this  long, 
yet  rewarding  process. 

On  that  day,  we  also  recognized  alumnus  Gerard  L.  Pelle- 
grini '57  with  the  naming  of  the  Moot  Court  Room  in  his  honor. 
You  will  read  about  this  distinguished  graduate  and  the  winning 
attitude  that  has  been  his  hallmark  in  the  pages  ahead. 

As  we  become  re-accustomed  to  not  wearing  hard  hats 
or  avoiding  wet  paint  around  the  building,  we  are  once  again 
focused  on  the  business  at  hand — providing  an  outstanding 
21st  century  legal  education.  That  process  involves  the  wel- 
coming of  new  faculty  and  students  and  the  ongoing  evolution 
of  our  curriculum.  The  introduction  of  new  concentrations,  the  fostering  of  public  interest  law  pro- 
gramming, and  the  development  of  our  new  Mediation  and  Dispute  Resolution  program  are  all  a 
part  of  the  exciting  initiatives  that  are  moving  the  School  forward. 

I  thank  you  for  all  that  you  have  helped  us  to  achieve  and  look  forward  to  welcoming  you  for  a 
visit  to  the  newly  improved  Western  New  England  College  School  of  Law. 


Sincerely, 


Arthur  R.  Gaudio 

Dean  and  Professor  of  Law 


On  behalf  of  our  new  and 
returning  students  and  the  entire 
Western  New  England  College 
School  of  Law  community,  I  thank 
you,  our  many  loyal  supporters, 
for  all  that  you  have  done  to 
help  us  achieve  this  major  step 
forward  for  our  institution." 
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Campaign   By  Brian  Fitzgerald 


Campaign  Celebration 
Honors  Donors  and 

Marks  Unprecedented 
Fundraising  Success 


"Tonight  is  about  celebrating  the  success  of 
our  Campaign,  and  it  is  about  giving  thanks," 

said  College  President  Anthony  8.  Caprio  at  the  festive 
Campaign  celebration  on  June  3.  "We  would  not  be  here 
without  the  generosity  and  hard  work  of  the  people  in  this  room 
and  thousands  of  others." 

Transformations:  The  Campaign  for  Western  New  England 
College,  exceeded  its  $20  million  goal  by  more  than  15  percent 
with  a  final  tally  of  $23,234,950. 

Since  its  launch  in  July  2003  to  its  conclusion  on  June  30, 
2008,  the  campaign  has  produced  some  of  the  largest  individ- 
ual gifts  in  the  College's  history— and  secured  an  $800,000 
challenge  grant  from  The  Kresge  Foundation. 

A  national  donor  base  exceeds  the  Campaign  goal 

In  addition  to  the  Blake  Law  Center  renovation  and  expansion 
project.  Campaign  donations  have  already  been  put  into  action 
in  the  form  of  the  addition  to  the  D'Amour  Library,  expanded 
athletic  facilities,  and  renovations  to  the  St.  Germain  Campus 
Center  "Less  obvious  are  the  79  new  scholarships  that  were 
created  by  donors  during  the  Campaign,  including  54  endowed 
and  25  annual  scholarships,"  said  Dr  Caprio. 

The  Campaign  also  enabled  the  College  to  create  new 
courses,  establish  the  Law  and  Business  Center  for  Advancing 
Entrepreneurship,  and  acquire  equipment  for  laboratories  and 
classrooms.  Two-thirds  of  the  total  dollars  raised  during  the 
Campaign  came  from  donors  outside  the  greater  Springfield 
region.  Said  Caprio,  "I  think  this  is  very  significant,  and  marks 


a  change  in  the  breath  of  support  from  the  College.  As  we  gain 
national  reputation  and  with  39,000  alumni  all  over  the  globe. 
Western  New  England  College  has  begun  to  tap  into  a  national 
donor  base  and  to  bring  philanthropic  resources  into  Spring- 
field as  never  before." 

Almost  70  percent  of  the  donors  were  alumni  of  the  School 
of  Law  and  College.  "In  this  Campaign,  our  alumni  made 
themselves  be  heard,"  said  Dr  Caprio. 

Trustees,  employees  of  the  College,  corporations,  law  firms, 
and  foundations  were  saluted  for  their  record-shattering  dona- 
tions. Trustee  giving  exceeded  $5.4  million,  almost  one-quarter 
of  the  Campaign  total.  Corporate  giving  was  $5.1  million,  and 
foundation  grants  accounted  for  $3.1  million.  The  College's  fac- 
ulty, staff,  and  retirees,  contributed  $715,000,  with  a  63  percent 
participation  rate. 

Reflecting  on  the  Campaign's  achievements,  Dr  Caprio  said, 
"I  keep  coming  back  to  the  sense  of  optimism  and  the  can-do 
spirit  that  prevails  at  Western  New  England  College.  We  have 
both  the  momentum  and  confidence  to  confront  the  challenges 
and  opportunities  that  lie  ahead  of  us.  Western  New  England 
College  will  continue  to  move,  grow,  and  transform." 


Transformations 

The  Campaign  for  Western  New  England  College 


(Pictured  Above)  President  Antliony  S.  Caprio  congratulates  Campaign  Cochair  Kevin  S.  Delbridge  '77  on  the  success  of  the  Campaign. 
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Western  New  England  College  School  of  Law 

Opens  the  Door  to  Its  Future 


by  Mary  McLean  Orszulak 


This  is  not  your  father's  law  school.  Or  your 
mother's  either — at  least  not  judging  by  the 
look  of  the  new  front  door. 

It's  no  accident  that  the  impressive  new 
entrance  to  the  S.  Prestley  Blake  Law  Center 
is  now  located  on  the  northeast  side  of  the 
building  and  symbolically  oriented  toward  the 
rest  of  the  campus.  The  impressive  gateway  to 
the  $5.5  million  10,000  square-foot  wing  addi- 
tion and  renovation  project  is  representative 
of  a  new  era  in  the  School's  evolution,  one  in 
which  it  and  the  College  will  increasingly 
build  on  the  strengths  and  reputation  of  one 
another — just  as  they  did  in  the  successful 
completion  of  Transformations:  The  Campaign 
for  Western  New  England  College,  which 
made  the  project  possible. 


Coming  30  years  to  the  semester  since 
the  Law  Center  opened,  the  project 
marks  a  turning  point  in  the  School's 
evolution.  In  remarks  at  the  Ribbon  Cut- 
ting Ceremony,  Dean  Art  Gaudio  stated, 
"The  addition  and  renovation  to  the 
Blake  Law  Center  have  prepared  the 
School  of  Law  to  move  ahead  into  its 
next  30  years  as  a  leader  in  educational 
philosophy  and  pedagogy.  It  will  house 
the  best  and  the  brightest  in  American  legal  education.  On  behalf  of  the  School 
of  Law,  I  extend  my  thanks  to  all  of  the  alumni  and  friends  who  have  made  this 
dream  a  reality," 

The  campaign,  which  concluded  on  June  30,  2008,  surpassed  its  goal  of  $20 
million  dollars  with  a  final  total  of  $23,234,950.  Law  alumni,  friends,  and  other 
supporters  of  the  School  of  Law  played  a  significant  role  in  this  achievement. 
The  modernization  of  the  Center  now  stands  as  testament  to  their  continued  sup- 
port of  the  mission  and  vision  of  the  School. 

The  physical  changes  to  the  Blake  Law  Center  reflect  the  progress  of  the 
School  on  many  levels — its  evolving  curriculum  to  expand  initiatives  in  support 
of  entrepreneurship,  mediation  and  alternative  dispute  resolution,  and  public 
interest  law.  Yet  beneath  these  signs  of  growfth  and  evolution  remains  a  commit- 
ment to  core  values  and  a  philosophy  toward  legal  education  focused  on  teach- 
ing excellence  and  the  fostering  of  practical  lawyering  skills. 
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Building  on  the  Past.  Preparing  tor  Tomorrow. 

"I  believe  the  expansion  and  modernization  of  the  School  of  Law  building  is  a 
huge  benefit  to  current  students  and  alumni  alike,"  said  College  Trustee  Peter 
Steingraber  '84.  He  recalled,  "The  building,  which  seemed  so  imposing  as  you 
arrived,  had  become  very  dated.  Those  first  year  lecture  halls  which  felt  immense 
during  your  first  class  seemed  claustrophobic  today." 

All  that  has  changed.  With  modernization  of  classrooms  and  social  spaces, 
the  Center  suits  the  way  students  learn  today  and  offers  the  flexibility  in  design 
to  accommodate  innovations  of  tomorrow. 

Integrating  the  old  with  the  new,  the  entrance  design  reinterprets  the  marble 
inlays  found  on  the  existing  building  facade  in  towering  modern  pillars  that  open 
into  a  two-story  lobby.  With  soaring  ceilings,  this  multipurpose  35  by  80-foot 
space  has  already  hosted  open  houses,  lectures,  a  Dean's  Tea,  formal  dinners, 
and  the  project's  Ribbon  Cutting  ceremony  on  September  16  (see  story  page  8). 
It  is  also  the  home  of  the  new  Donor  Recognition  Wall.  The  wall  offers 
public  recognition  of  the  many  alumni  and  other  benefactors  whose  campaign 
gifts  of  $1,000  or  more  helped  to  make  the  building's  transformation  a  reality. 

With  student  recruitment  in  mind,  the  entrance  and  lobby  lead  directly  to  the 
Office  of  Law  Admissions  where  prospective  students  can  find  assistance  with 
the  enrollment  process.  This  service  orientation  to  other  key  constituencies  con- 
tinues with  direct  access  to  the  offices  of  Career  Services,  Law  Alumni,  and  Dean 
Art  Gaudio  and  his  administrators. 

A  Library  Wittiout  Walls 

The  creation  of  the  multipurpose  lobby  has  provided  an  opportunity  to  expand 
the  Law  Library,  making  the  now  three-story  Library  accessible  directly  from  the 
first  floor. 

The  additional  space  has  created  opportunities  to  rethink  the  way  students, 
faculty,  alumni,  and  members  of  the  legal  community  use  the  Library. 

The  biggest  change  to  the  facility  says  Associate  Dean  for  Library  Information 
Resources  and  Assistant  Professor  of  Law  Barbara  West  is  the  seamless  access 
to  Library  holdings,  creating  in  essence,  a  "library  without  walls."  Under  an 
experimental  system,  patrons  will  be  able  to  take  most  library  holdings  out  of  the 
Library  proper  and  into  any  part  of  the  Blake  Law  Center  such  as  the  Court  Cafe, 
student  lounge  areas,  classrooms,  or  faculty  offices.  Materials  to  be  taken  out  of 
the  building  must  still  be  checked  out. 

According  to  West  who  spent  the  summer  with  her  staff  preparing  the 
Library  for  the  arrival  of  students  this  fall.  Western  New  England  College  School 
of  Law  is  one  of  only  a  few  schools  in  the  country  to  try  this  cutting  edge 
approach  to  access.  She  said.  "We  did  very  careful  inventories  of  our  collection. 
We  know  what  we  had  when  the  doors  opened.  If  we  think  we're  seeing  prob- 
lems, we  can  do  a  spot  inventory  and  address  the  system  if  it  doesn't  appear  to 
be  working.  I  think  people  are  really  going  to  like  it.  Yet  with  all  these  changes, 
we  will  maintain  our  same  level  of  service,  which  we  make  as  excellent  as  we 
possibly  can,  and  we  always  welcome  suggestions." 

But  accessibility  is  only  part  of  a  larger  picture  developed  to  make  the  Library 
as  user-friendly  as  possible.  The  Library  was  reconfigured  to  make  it  a  welcom- 
ing haven  for  research  for  law  students  and  members  of  the  legal  community 
who  rely  on  it  as  the  only  academic  law  library  in  western  Massachusetts. 

"I  worked  in  the  Law  Library  throughout  my  time  at  the  School  so  I  can  espe- 
cially appreciate  the  leaps  and  bounds  that  have  been  made  in  technology  since 
then,"  said  Steingraber.  "There  is  a  world  of  difference  in  the  equipment,  space, 
and  scope  of  a  high  quality  research  library  today.  I  feel  that  the  current  users, 
and  those  lucky  enough  as  alumni  to  take  advantage  of  the  facility,  will  really  be 
well  served  by  the  updates  being  made  to  Western  New  England  College." 

Such  patrons  will  appreciate  the  positioning  of  12  public  access  computers 
on  the  main  floor.  Bordered  by  a  handsome  cherry-finish  circulation  desk,  the 
computer  stations  are  networked  to  printers  now  situated  in  the  nearby  imaging 
room  where  patrons  can  also  make  photocopies.  For  additional  accessibility  and 
ease  of  assistance  by  staff  members,  holdings  maintained  in  the  microfilm 
collection  have  been  moved  adjacent  to  the  circulation  desk. 

The  Massachusetts  Collection  is  now  conveniently  located  directly  off  the 
circulation  area.  This  important  collection  presents  a  unique  naming  opportunity 
for  a  benefactor  of  the  School  who  wishes  to  be  associated  with  it. 

One  of  the  many  new  seminar  rooms  to  bear  the  names  of  benefactors,  the 
Suzanna  Anstine  Norbeck  Mediation  and  Dispute  Resolution  Room  offers  space  for 
meetings  or  classes  related  to  this  growing  area  of  focus,  as  well  as  other  needs. 
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The  third  floor  features  five  multipurpose  seminar  rooms  that  will  bear  the  names 

of  current  and  future  benefactors.  The  Philmore  Colburn  II  Intellectual  Property  Room 
honors  a  1991  alumnus  who  recognizes  the  important  role  a  modern  facility  will  play 
in  recruitment  and  job  placement  efforts.  "With  change  and  expansion  come  opportu- 
nities," said  Phil,  "We  want  Western  Mew  England  College  School  of  Law  to  compete 
for  top  talent  nationally.  With  state-of-the-art  facilities,  the  School  of  Law  has  the 
opportunity  to  appeal  to  a  larger  universe  of  students  and  faculty,  and  to  expand  its 
relationships  with  both  private  and  public  sector  employers." 

The  First  American  Title  Insurance  Real  Estate  Room  was  created  from  a  major 
gift  spearheaded  by  alumnus  Jim  Czapiga  '94.  Vice  President  and  Connecticut  State 
Manager  for  the  company.  According  to  Jim,  "First  American  felt  it  was  important  to 
contribute  to  the  renovations  of  the  Law  Library  and  help  create  a  real  estate  seminar 
room  for  use  by  students  as  it  is  important  for  our  company  and  our  industry  to  give 
our  future  attorney  agents  the  opportunity  to  explore  real  property  law  and  related 
topics  while  they  are  in  school. 

"Also,"  he  added,  "it's  a  great  way  for  our  company  to  give  back  to  a  law  school 
that  has  produced  many  of  our  attorney  agents  from  whom  we  have  enjoyed  a  great 
deal  of  our  success  in  New  England." 

One  of  Springfield's  premier  personal  injury  law  firms,  which  has  also  employed  a 
number  of  alumni  through  the  years,  Pellegrini,  Seeley,  Ryan  &  Blakesley,  P.C.,  has 
established  yet  another  seminar  room  as  part  of  a  major  gift  made  by  the  firm's 
founder  Gerard  L.  Pellegrini  '57. 

The  Computer  Learning  Classroom  remains  available  for  naming  by  an  individual, 
class,  firm,  or  other  group.  Equipped  with  multiple  phone  jackets  and  designed  to 
accommodate  computer  training  programs,  the  room  provides  additional  space  for 
the  Dial-a-Lawyer  phone-a-thon.  and  other  programs  hosted  by  outside  groups. 

Today's  Law  Library  Invites  Students  to  Get  Comfortable! 

"Sometimes,  our  students  just  need  to  put  their  feet  up  and  rest,"  says  West  and 
unlike  libraries  of  yesteryear,  that  behavior  is  not  only  tolerated,  but  encouraged. 
Students  are  also  invited  to  responsibly  enjoy  a  snack  along  with  their  research. 

Indeed,  they'll  find  plenty  of  places  to  do  that.  Setting  the  tone  for  this  new 
comfort  zone,  is  the  first  floor  entrance,  which  welcomes  students  with  a  cluster  of 
comfortable  seating  options.  In  the  circulation  area,  they'll  find  other  groupings 
that  look  out  onto  the  new  exterior  terrace,  which  has  replaced  the  building's 
former  front  entrance  stairs.  When  complete,  the  terrace  will  feature  bistro-style 
tables  for  students  to  enjoy  during  the  warmer  months. 

In  addition  to  expanded  lounge  areas  on  each  of  the  three  floors  (equipped  with 
in-floor  electrical  outlets  for  students  to  recharge  their  laptops),  students  will  find 
study  carrels  located  throughout  the  expanded  space. 

(Left)  Associate  Dean  Barbara  West  displays  the  technology  of  the  Computer  Learning 
Classroom.  (Below)  Assistant  Dean  of  Admissions  Karen  Romano  speaks  with  a  student. 


Restructuring  the  Library  has  made  space  available  on  the  third  floor  for  additional  faculty  offices  and 
dedicated  space  for  the  Legal  Research  and  Writing  program  faculty.  The  hardworking  staff  of  the  Western 
New  England  Law  Review  has  also  found  a  new  home  in  the  new  Law  Review  Room. 

Whether  alumni  received  their  degrees  in  1978  or  2008,  a  stronger,  more  marketable  School  of  Law  will 
help  to  enhance  the  value  of  their  law  degrees  and  its  growing  national  reputation. 

Two-year  Law  Alumni  Trustee  Robert  Salad  '83  observed,  "I  chose  to  attend  the  Western  New  England 
School  of  Law  in  1980  based  upon  two  significant  factors.  First,  the  professors  were  required  to  have  been 
practitioners  thereby  assuring  me  of  a  strong  pragmatic  education.  Second,  our  building  was  new  and  rep- 
resented the  state-of-the-art  at  that  time.  Over  the  past  three  decades,  while  our  educational  philosophy  has 
remained  cutting  edge,  our  facility  was  in  need  of  updating.  Through  the  leadership  of  Dean  Gaudio,  Pro- 
fessor Stonefield,  and  our  Board  of  Trustees,  I  am  delighted  that  our  School  facility  bespeaks  our  commit- 
ment to  excellence.  From  our  smaller,  upgraded  classrooms  to  our  library  without  walls,  to  the  renovated 
moot  court  room  and  all  of  the  wonderful  technological  advances  that  we  have  constructed,  our  physical 
plant  is  a  source  of  great  pride  for  all  of  us  in  the  Western  New  England  College  family."  ♦ 


Steingraber  '84 


Colburn  '91 


Salad  '83 


It's  All  About  Access 

Library  holdings  now  number  400,000  volumes,  including  research  and  ref- 
erence volumes  as  well  as  reprints  of  important  early  texts.  The  entire 
building  is  wireless  so  students  and  faculty  can  access  computer-assisted 
research  systems  such  as  LexisNexis  and  Westlaw.  Visitors  can  access 
Westlaw  from  the  public  access  computers  but  the  School's  licensing 
agreements  do  not  allow  onsite  printouts.  Visitors  should  be  prepared  to 
bring  thumb-drives  or  disks  for  downloading  their  research.  Alumni  can 
checkout  materials  with  their  alumni  ID  cards.  Other  visitors  must  register 
with  School  security  at  the  main  entrance. 


m  in 
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"The  School  of  Law  Is  truly 
a  showpiece  of  the  campus. 
We  now  have  a  building 
that  respects  our  past  while 
accommodating  the  needs 
of  modern  legal  education. 
I  encourage  our  alumni  and 
friends  to  stop  in  and  see 
the  changes  for  themselves." 

Dean  Art  Gaudio 


^^^^^^ 


FALL  200 


Fall  Gathering   By  Mary  McLean  Orszulak 


Community  Gathers 

to  Mark  New  Era  at  School  of  Law 


The  Fall  Gathering 
is  an  annual  campus 
event  that  brings 
together  faculty, 
administrators, 
staff,  the  Board  of 
Trustees,  and  friends 
of  the  College  to 
celebrate  the  begin- 
ning of  a  new  acade- 
mic year.  This  year, 
the  College  commu- 
nity had  even  greater 
cause  for  celebration 
with  a  ribbon  cutting 
ceremony  on  Septem- 
ber 16  at  the  new 
wing  of  the  S.  Prestley 
Blake  Law  Center. 


Mr.  Pellegrini  is  greeted  at  the  door 
to  the  J.  Gerard  Pellegrini  Moot 
Court  Room  by  Dean  Art  Gaudio. 


Mr.  Pellegrini  hugs  his  grandson, 
Earlon  Seeley  III,  who  spoke  at 
the  event. 


The  ceremony  was  held  at  the  stunning  two-story 
glass  entrance  to  the  wing  which  has  beautifully 
blended  with  the  existing  building  architecture  to 
present  a  modern,  forward-looking  entrance  for  students  of 
today  and  tomorrow. 

College  President  Anthony  S.  Caprio  told  those  gath- 
ered, "The  School  of  Law  is,  in  and  of  itself,  a  symbol  of 
our  tradition  of  academic  excellence,  being  among  the 
first  of  three  programs  offered  by  the  Springfield  Division 
of  Northeastern  University  dating  back  to  the  year  1919. 
It  is  also  a  symbol  of  the  evolution  of  Western  New  Eng- 
land College — having  undergone  important  and  strategic 
transformations,  several  times  over." 

For  many  members  of  the  College  community,  the 
event  marked  the  first  time  they  had  seen  the  project  in 
its  final  stages.  Dean  Art  Gaudio  was  happy  to  welcome 
them  to  this  new  gateway  to  the  campus. 

J.  Gerard  Pellegrini  Moot  Court  Room  Dedicated 

As  part  of  the  day  of  celebration,  members  of  the  College 
community  gathered  in  the  afternoon  for  a  dedication 
ceremony  and  reception  in  honor  of  the  newly  named  J. 
Gerard  Pellegrini  Moot  Court  Room,  the  result  of  a  major 
gift  from  the  longtime  College  benefactor. 

Attorney  Pellegrini  '57;  his  large  extended  family,  includ- 
ing his  daughter  Ann  Seeley,  a  member  of  the  Western  New 
England  College  Board  of  Trustees;  members  of  his  law 
firm;  Massachusetts  State  Senator  Gale  Candaras 
(D-Wilbraham)  '82;  State  Representative  Angelo  Puppolo  Jr. 
(D-Springfield)  '01;  and  Springfield  Mayor  Domenic  Sarno 
were  on  hand  to  celebrate  the  official  opening  of  the  reno- 
vated facility,  which  now  bears  the  name  of  one  of  Spring- 
field's most  distinguished  attorneys.  Today,  the  law  firm  he 
founded  in  1957,  Pellegrini,  Seeley,  Ryan  &  Blakesley,  PC, 
boasts  many  Western  New  England  College  School  of  Law 
graduates.  Read  about  this  fascinating  football  star  turned 
successful  personal  injury  lawyer  on  page  16. 

Following  a  reception  in  the  new  lobby.  Attorney 
Pellegrini's  grandson,  Earlon  Seeley  III,  who  practices  with 
the  firm,  spoke  with  pride  about  his  grandfather  and  his 
legacy  in  the  legal  community,  recounting  how  those  who 


(At  left)  Dean  Art  Gaudio, 
Prestley  and  Helen  Blake,  Trustee 
Chair  John  M.  O'Brien  III  '74,  and 
President  Anthony  S.  Caprio  at 
the  Ribbon  Cutting  Ceremony 

(Below)  The  Pellegrini  family 
observed  the  dedication  proceedings 
from  the  jurors'  box. 


know  Gerard  describe  him  as,  "a  real  'lawyer's  lawyer' — a 
fighter  inside  the  courtroom,  but  a  gentleman  outside  it." 

Earlon  said,  "I  have  been  particularly  proud  of  him 
with  regard  to  his  chosen  profession  and  the  way  he  has 
conducted  himself  as  an  attorney  for  45  years."  He  cited 
Gerard's  reputation  among  colleagues  and  adversaries  as 
"one  of  the  very  best  Superior  Court  Trial  Lawyers  in 
western  Massachusetts  and  the  preeminent  lawyer  prac- 
ticing before  the  Department  of  Industrial  Accidents." 

Gerard  Pellegrini  said  his  pride  in  the  caliber  of  the 
school's  graduates  and  their  impact  on  the  legal  commu- 
nity motivated  him  to  create  the  Pellegrini  Family 
Endowed  Scholarships  and  support  the  moot  court  room 
renovation.  He  spoke  about  his  journey  from  modest 
beginnings  in  Boston  to  founder  of  one  of  Springfield's 
most  respected  law  firms,  including  the  challenges  of 
attending  school  at  night  while  raising  a  young  family, 
and  the  risks  he  took  in  leaving  a  career  in  insurance  for 
one  in  law. 

Dean  Gaudio  then  described  to  guests  the  state-of- 
the-art  functions  of  the  room  that  will  give  our  students 
hands-on  experience  with  the  very  same  technology 
found  in  today's  high-tech  courtrooms. 

New  cameras  are  connected  to  a  control  booth  that  can 
record  the  proceedings  so  that  students  can  walk  away 
with  their  own  copy  for  review.  Audio,  video,  and  computer 
equipment  have  been  upgraded.  A  drop  down,  big  screen 
projection  system  is  positioned  to  display  images  recorded 
by  separate  cameras  focused  on  the  jury,  judge,  attorneys, 
and  witnesses.  Student  attorneys  can  submit  evidence  to 
the  judge  electronically  for  display  to  the  jury.  But  the  court 
room  is  also  a  working  classroom,  allowing  faculty  to  dis- 
play multimedia  materials  via  the  teaching  podium. 
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Welcome  Class  of  2008 

Class  of  2008  Pushes  Law  Alumni  Ranks  Over  7,000 

Western  New  England  College  School  of  Law  salutes  the  159  members  of  the  Class  of  2008,  wishes  them  the  best 
in  all  their  future  endeavors,  and  welcomes  them  to  the  Law  Alumni  Association. 
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Audra  Marie  Buckland 
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Jeremy  Stewart  Logsdon 

Renata  Alicja  Rybak* ' 

KGvin  Mtchsel  HuQhes 

John  Francis  Burke 
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Daniel  Garrit  Lydecker 
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Mstthieu  Jourdsin  MsssGriQill 

Vincenzo  Salvatore  Caracciolo 

rirtiinl'^c  Arthiir  Will** 
uuuyido  MIUIUI  ndll 
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Kamil  Sepelak 

Pstricifl  Ann  McChesney 

Michael  Patrick  Cardaropoli 

IvIlLlldcl  JUbcpil  ndlllUll 

Kerry  Ann  Mierzwa 

Rebecca  Ann  Seraphin 

Dswn  M.  PGsrson 

Natalie  Gail  Carpenter 

MUdlll  CUycllc  ndUl 

Yvonne  Annette  Mitchell 

William  Paul  Shamleffer** 

Kristine  Potter  Romano 

William  N.  Chambers** 

Andrew  Russell  Herreth 

Michael  E.  Montague 

Christine  Marie  Shumate 

John  D.  Shea 

Lance  Samuel  Chavin 

Steven  G.  Higgins 

Thomas  Peter  Moore 

Leslie  Ann  Silva 

Matthew  Todd  Stillman 

Alham  Chelehmalzadeh 

Lina  Alexandra  Hoganf 

Donna  Lynn  Morelli 

Stephen  Jay  Sloan 

Michael  J.  Trella 

Jeffrey  Scott  Chestnut 

Ashley  Nichole  Horn 

Amanda  Marie  Morrison* 

Keshet  Rose  Spadaccini 

Sarah  Maybelle  Chipman 

Adam  C,  Hover 

Ryan  Killeen  Morse 

Karen  S.  Stolp 

JURIS  DOCTOR 

Kristen  Mara  Cichocki 

Katherine  Justine  Howell 

Ian  K.  Maramore 

Spencer  Andrew  Stoneft 

Karen  Lynn  Abrahamt 

Amy  Elaine  Coffeyt 

Hallle  Catll  Hughes**t 

Tiffany  Renee  Mormandin 

Barry  Stephen  Sullivan 

Farld  Ahmed 

Sarah  Ann  Cohen 

Dustin  Richard  Hui 

John  Larkin  O'Brien 

Michael  J.  Szklasz 

Jacqueline  Ann  Alessi 

Seth  John  Southall  Conant 

Tammy  Wei-Yee  Huif 

Megan  Elizabeth  O'Brien 

Thomas  Nathan  Traina 

Patricia  Owens  Bahrenburg 

Alissa  Anne  Crinitif 

Michelle  Lynn  Hummer 

Crystal  Ochrymowiczttt 

Lawyer  A.  Twillie 

Cheryl  A.  Baignosche 

Joanna  Loraine  Croninft 

Frank  R  Izzo  Jr. 

Angela  C.  Olson 

Andrew  Vincent  Urbanowicz 

Lee  Andrew  Baker 

Emily  J.  Daniell 

Jack  Ryan  Jerzyk 

Stephanie  Marie  Panagiotou 

Michael  Colin  Viscosi 

Michelle  Alyce  Bastardi 

Kenneth  B.  Danielsen 

Aaron  Michael  Johnson 

Scott  James  Patterson 

David  Kenneth  Webber 

Jeremy  Eric  Baver 

Karen  Elizabeth  Davis 

Madeline  Gabriella  Johnsonj 

Jessica  Rachel  Patteson 

Jason  Paul  White 

Erin  Lynn  Beaton 

Peter  Joseph  Dejnak 

Natalie  Ewing  Jones 

Matthew  McKinley  Pennas 

Melissa  S^  Woodsby 

Michael  Sayson  Belarmino" 

Emily  Michelle  Whitney  Denyer 

Adam  Jon  Keatingf 

Jennifer  L.  Pomponi 

Edward  P  Woytowicz  Jr. 

Colin  Stuarl  Bell 

Harjot  Kaur  Dhesa 

Thomas  Philip  Keenan 

Matthew  Scott  Porter 

Holly  Alison  Wuntke 

Kendra  Lee  Berardif 

Brian  Joseph  Ehrhard 

Nicholas  R.  Kimball**t 

Michelle  R.  Potoczny 

Ryan  Matthew  Wyzikt 

Caryn  Ashley  Bordonaro 

Patrick  E.  Elk 

Blair  Andrew  Kipp 

Seth  Nelson  Pouliot 

Gary  Joseph  Zerella 

Rachel  Marie  Bradford 

Leigh-Anne  Dannielle  Elock" 

Matthew  Alan  Klotzbach 

Lauren  Anne  Praske 

Hunter  Boyd  Zook 

Holen  Heather  Brady' 

Gsaba  Gabor 

Katherine  A.  Knapp 

Shalu  Rajan 

Also  awarded  Master  of  Business 

Administration  Degree 

Degree  awarded  October  15.  2007 

Degree  awarded  February  15.  2008 

t 

Degree  awarded  Cum  Laude 

tt 

Degree  awarded  Magna  Cum  Laude 

ttt 

Degree  awarded  Summa  Cum  Laude 

the  grails 


Class  of  2008:  Where  are  they  headed? 

Visit  www.law.wnec.edu/alumni  for  an  in-deptli 
look  at  eacli  of  these  graduates. 


Maegan  Brooks  '08  J.O. 
Assistant  to  the  Director, 
Law  and  Business  Center 
Springfield,  MA 


Joanna  Cronin  '08  J.D. 
Associate,  Day  Pitney  LLP 
Hartford,  CT 
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leadership 


fit 

During  your  term  at  the  School  of  Law,  you 
were  educated  and  trained  in  the  skills  of  the  legal 
profession.  You  learned  how  to  be  an  advocate, 
how  to  present  a  case  in  front  of  the  jury,  how  to 
draft  a  contract.  Now  I  ask  you  take  those  skills 
and  use  them  to  become  leaders  in  our  profession 
and  in  your  communities,  whether  small  or  large, 
local  or  national.  Use  your  leadership  to  nurture 
and  improve  our  profession  and  our  society." 

Dean  Art  Gaudio  imparted  a  heartfelt  request  to  the  new  gradu- 
ates to  put  their  degrees  to  use  for  the  betterment  of  society. 


Graduation  Ceremony 
Recognizes  Student 
Accomplishment 

One  hundred  fifty-nine  students 
took  the  final  step  in  their  legal 
education  as  they  crossed  the  stage 
at  Springfield  Symphony  Hall  to  receive 
their  J.D.  and  LL.M.  diplomas  during 
the  School  of  Law  Commencement 
exercises  on  May  17,  2008. 
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Commencement  2008   By  Brendan  Payne 


Perhaps  it's  helpful  to  remind  ourselves  why  we  went  to  all  the  trou- 
ble of  securing  the  right  to  jury  and  how  it  serves  the  spirit  of  liberty. 
The  greatest  judge  to  serve  on  my  court,  Learned  Hand,  delivered  a 
famous  address  in  which  he  observed,  the  spirit  of  liberty  is  the  spirit 
that  is  not  too  sure  it  is  right.'  I  suggest  to  you,  that  on  the  most  basic 
level,  12-person  juries  are  a  reflection  of  that,  of  liberty's  disinclination 
to  concentrate  power  because  it  is  not  too  sure  that  any  one  person  will 
get  it  right.  Somehow  when  12  citizens  consider  an  issue  and  reach 
unanimity,  we  may  gripe  about  the  result  sometimes,  but  in  the  end, 
a  free  society  is  more  inclined  to  accept  its  decision." 

The  Honorable  Reena  Raggi,  Judge  for  the  United  States  Court  of  Appeals  for  the 
Second  Circuit,  served  as  keynote  speaker  for  the  ceremony. 


Convocation  2008 


gation 


it 

As  lawyers  we  accept  an  obligation 
to  do  good  work  and  improve  our  com- 
munities, in  essence  to  use  the  educa- 
tion that  we  have  all  completed  for 
a  greater  good.  This  obligation  exists 
because  nobody  else  can  do  it.  The 
law  is  not  a  job  that  anybody  can  do — 
it  requires  hard  work  and  painstaking 
study.  This  gives  lawyers  position  and 
respect  in  society.  It  may  even  be  fair 
to  say  that  a  legal  education  gives  us 
great  power. " 

Graduate  Colin  Bell  '08  addressed  his 
classmates  as  the  Student  Speaker. 


Yale  Law  Dean  Koh  Opens  Academic 
Year  in  a  Rousing  Fasliion 

EI^^^^^^H  A  late  summer  thunderstorm  failed 
^^^^^^^H  to  dampen  the  spirits  of  over  1 50 
PH^^^^^H  students,  faculty,  administrators,  staff, 
^^^^^^^1  and  alumni  who  gathered  for  the  fifth 
B^^^^^^H  annual  School  of  Law  Convocation  on 
^^^^^9^1  September  9.  The  ceremony,  which  is 
H||^^^S^H  traditionally  held  on  the  S.  Prestley 
»i^^2^^J  Blake  Law  Center  lawn,  was  moved 
^^BJMlH  into  the  spectacular  new  lobby  due 
i^^^^^^H  to  the  inclement  weather. 

Convocation  is  the  formal  opening 
of  the  academic  year.  "An  academic  convocation  in  a  law  school  can  be 
more  than  merely  a  calling  together  for  the  members  of  the  legal  acad- 
emy" explained  Dean  Art  Gaudio.  "It  can  also  be  an  opportunity  to  moti- 
vate and  to  inspire  our  legal  community  in  the  traditions  and  aspirations 
of  the  legal  profession." 

Convocation  is  also  a  time  for  the  busy  School  of  Law  community  to 
pause,  gather  together,  and  reflect  upon  the  goals  and  expectations  of  the 
upcoming  year  "Every  first-year  law  student  and  every  lawyer  have  the 
same  bond;  knowing  what  it's  like  to  sit  in  that  first-year  class  and  get 
that  first  cold  call,"  said  Student  Bar  Association  President  John  Bandeian 
3L.  "Here  at  Western  New  England  College  School  of  Law  we  find  our- 
selves in  this  community  that  we  built  from  these  experiences." 

Yale  Law  School  Dean  Harold  Hongju  Koh,  an  expert  in  international 
human  rights,  served  as  keynote  speaker  and  gave  an  address  on  the 
United  States'  standing  in  the  world  on  human  rights. 

"After  September  11th  we  were  properly  viewed  as  victims  of  a  brutal 
attack  and  deserved  universal  sympathy"  said  Dean  Koh.  "But  we  have 
responded  with  a  series  of  unnecessary  and  self-inflicted  wounds  that 
have  gravely  diminished  our  standing  as  the  world  human  rights  leader." 

His  stirring  oration  was  met  with  thunderous  applause  at  its  conclu- 
sion and  students  and  faculty  were  able  to  speak  with  Dean  Koh  about 
his  work  following  the  exercises. 


_View  the  Commencement  photo  album  at 
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Stewards 
OF  Justice 


V 


Innocent  until  proven 
guilty  is  one  of  the 
founding  principles 
upon  which  our  criminal 
justice  system  is  built. 
Without  the  work 
of  criminal  defense 
attorneys  to  enforce 
this  principle  and  to 
represent  the  accused, 
our  entire  criminal 
justice  system 
would  fail. 


by  Brendan  Payne 
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Richard  Tendler  '97 

It  was  a  terrible  tragedy.  Two  women,  Cynthia 
Andrews  and  Linda  Taylor,  were  killed  when  they 
were  struck  by  an  SUV  on  the  Blue  Herron  Bridge 
in  Florida  during  a  predawn  walk  in  September 
2006.  The  driver  of  the  SUV,  Adam  Gaillard,  was 
unaware  he  hit  anyone,  claimed  he  did  not  see 
the  women,  and  left  the  scene  following  the 
crash.  Gaillard,  who  turned  himself  in  and  coop- 
erated with  authorities,  was  charged  with  leav- 
ing the  scene  of  an  accident  with  death  and 
faced  1 5  years  in  prison. 

Attorney  Richard  Tendler  '97  made  up  half  of 
Gaillard's  defense  team  in  this  high-profile  case 
that  garnered  national  attention  and  live  broad- 
casts on  CourtTV  (now  truTV). 

The  notoriety  and  pressure  associated  with  a 
case  of  this  magnitude  is  nothing  new  for 
Richard  who  has  been  handling  criminal  defense 
work  for  more  than  a  decade.  From  his  offices  in 
West  Palm  Beach,  Richard  runs  a  solo  practice 
where  he  defends  clients  facing  charges  ranging 
from  traffic  offenses  to  murder 

"I'd  say  the  Gaillard  case  ranks  in  the  top  two 
most  intense  cases  I  have  ever  handled," 
explained  Richard.  "The  families  had  lost  two 
women  and  it  was  just  heart  wrenching  for 
them.  My  client  was  36  years  old  and  facing  1 5 
years  in  prison,  what  essentially  would  have 
been  the  better  part  of  his  life.  And  we  were  able 
to  put  on  an  expert  to  prove  he  couldn't  have 
seen  them." 

After  the  trial  ended  in  a  hung  jury,  Richard 
and  his  cocounsel  were  able  to  negotiate  a  plea 
bargain  with  the  prosecutor  for  his  client  to  serve 
five  years  in  prison  (including  credit  for  the  year 
and  a  half  of  jail  awaiting  trial),  followed  by 
10  years  of  probation,  and  forfeiture  of  the  right 
to  ever  drive  again.  "We  were  fortunate  to 


obtain  this  plea  considering  that  another  trial 
meant  the  exposure  again  to  a  potential  1 5-year 
incarceration." 

Richard  has  been  handling  cases  involving 
major  crimes  since  he  began  practicing  in  the 
public  defender's  office,  first  in  Massachusetts 
and  then  in  Florida.  "As  a  public  defender  you 
are  in  the  trenches,"  Richard  said.  "You  get  the 
most  difficult  cases,  the  cases  that  are  most  likely 
to  go  to  trial  because  of  the  fact  that  they  are 
extremely  serious  and  difficult." 

His  experience  as  a  public  defender  molded 
him  into  the  attorney  he  is  today.  "I  didn't  make 
a  lot  of  money  as  a  public  defender,  but  what  I 
gained  out  of  that  made  up  for  it  20  times. 
1  would  not  be  able  to  take  on  the  types  of  cases 
that  I  take  now  had  I  not  had  the  experience  as 
a  public  defender." 

Richard  now  handles  upwards  of  1 75  cases  a 
year  in  his  private  practice,  slightly  above  aver- 
age for  a  criminal  defense  attorney  in  the  West 
Palm  Beach  area.  He  is  in  court  nearly  every  day 
of  the  week  as  Florida  has  an  amendment  to  the 
state  Constitution  that  grants  an  individual 
arrested  an  audience  before  a  judge  within  24 
hours  of  their  apprehension. 

Richard  thrives  on  the  challenges  of  criminal 
defense  work  and  credits  Western  New  England 
College  School  of  Law  with  inspiring  him  to  take 
on  this  work. 

"I  always  looked  at  it  as  an  incredible  chal- 
lenge to  be  able  to  represent  somebody  in  the 
most  effective  manner  who  is  going  up  against 
the  state  or  federal  government,"  Richard 
revealed.  "I  remember  taking  several  classes 
with  Professor  Art  Leavens.  He  was  not  only  a 
great  teacher  in  trial  advocacy  but  his  lectures 
motivated  me  to  do  this  type  of  work. 

"Western  New  England  College  School  of 
Law  provided  me  with  a  vast  range  of  classes 
and  clinics  and  so  many  of  the  professors  were 
outstanding." 

Lisa  Rodriguez-Ross  '07 

For  lawyers  who  choose  a  career  path  as  a 
public  defender  there  is  no  honeymoon  period. 
They  hit  the  ground  running,  handling  some  of 
the  most  difficult  cases  on  the  docket.  While  the 
work  environment  can  be  hectic  and  stressful, 
the  work  is  rewarding  as  public  defenders  help 
those  who  are  least  able  to  help  themselves. 

It  is  an  atmosphere  that  Lisa  Rodriguez-Ross 
'07  flourishes  in.  As  a  Staff  Attorney  with  the 
Committee  for  Public  Counsel  Services  (CPCS)  in 
Springfield,  Lisa  juggles  between  30  to  60  cases 
at  a  time. 


"I  feel  it's  not  only  helping  clients  who  can't 
afford  to  have  their  own  attorneys,  but  also 
maintaining  integrity  with  the  Fourth,  Fifth,  and 
Sixth  Amendments,"  said  Lisa.  "We're  all  like 
little  warriors  in  this  office." 

Lisa  never  intended  to  pursue  a  career  as  a 
criminal  defense  attorney.  The  Springfield  native 
and  Mount  Holyoke  College  graduate  entered 
the  School  of  Law  with  an  interest  in  immigra- 
tion law. 

"I  ended  up  liking  my  first  year  of  criminal  law 
so  I  decided  to  take  more  advanced  classes,"  Lisa 
said.  "Then  I  joined  the  Trial  Team.  The  competi- 
tion had  a  criminal  problem  that  year  and  it  just 
seemed  like  everything  was  pointing  me  into 
criminal  law.  By  the  time  I  started  my  third  year,  I 
knew  I  wanted  to  do  public  defense  work." 

Lisa  had  been  involved  with  the  legal  system 
for  many  years  before  coming  to  Western  New 
England  College.  Prior  to  enrolling  in  Mount 
Holyoke  College,  Lisa  was  a  property  manager 
for  10  years  and  visited  housing  court  on  a  regu- 
lar basis.  "I  got  to  know  the  judge,  the  staff  at 
the  housing  court,  and  a  lot  of  the  attorneys  very 
well,  and  I  became  involved  with  the  Massachu- 
setts Justice  Project." 

Through  a  collaboration  with  the  Massachu- 
setts Justice  Project,  Western  Mass  Legal 
Services,  and  the  Western  Division  Housing 
Court,  Lisa  applied  for  and  received  a  fellowship 
to  start  the  Volunteers  For  Justice  Program  (VFJ). 
VFJ  was  created  to  help  families  facing  eviction 
in  the  Western  Division  Housing  Court  who 
couldn't  afford  attorneys.  "Volunteers  for  Justice 
trained  individuals  to  be  in  housing  court  on 
Thursdays,  the  busiest  court  day  of  the  week,  to 
help  people  get  through  the  process  of  eviction. 
The  volunteers  would  mediate  with  the 
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I  feel  it's  not  only  helping  clients  who  can't  afford  to 
have  their  own  attorneys,  but  also  maintaining  integrity 
with  the  Fourth,  Fifth,  and  Sixth  Amendments." 


landlords,  help  people  filling  out  paperwork  that 
they  needed,  and  making  phone  calls  to  see  what 
was  happening  with  their  subsidies." 

Lisa's  experience  in  the  housing  court  system, 
with  Volunteers  for  Justice,  and  her  education  at 
the  School  of  Law  were  excellent  preparation  for 
work  at  the  CPCS. 

"I  had  Professor  Art  Leavens  in  the  Criminal 
Procedure  simulation  class  and  I  think  that  defi- 
nitely prepared  me  for  what  I  am  doing  now," 
explained  Lisa.  "In  that  class,  I  wrote  mock 
motions  to  sever,  motions  to  suppress,  and  learned 
techniques  on  cross  examinations  for  these 
motions.  I  certainly  felt  that  after  I  left  Western 
New  England  College  I  was  more  than  prepared  to 
try  a  case  right  away." 

The  broad-based  Western  New  England  College 
education  prepared  Lisa  to  handle  the  variety  of 
work  she  faces  every  day.  She  has  worked  on  over 
40  cases  since  joining  the  CPCS  in  October  2007 
with  the  majority  of  those  stemming  from  assault 
and  battery  and  drug  possession  charges.  "And  no 
matter  what  the  case  is,  you're  always  going  to  see 
a  disorderly  conduct,  resisting  arrest,  and  assault 
and  battery  of  a  police  officer  listed  as  charges." 

The  life  of  a  public  defender  is  a  24-hour-a-day, 
seven-day-a-week  commitment.  "I  bring  files  home 
every  single  day.  I  work  at  least  two  hours  every 
night,  depending  on  what  is  going  on.  Often  times 
I  have  to  go  to  the  jail  on  the  weekends.  It's  a  lot 
of  work." 

Add  three  kids  and  a  husband  and  Lisa  has  lit- 
tle down  time.  But  she  wouldn't  trade  her  career  or 
the  fulfillment  she  gets  from  her  work  for  anything. 

"At  this  point,  1  really  like  the  organization  I 
work  for  I  was  born  and  raised  here  in  Springfield. 
I  don't  see  myself  ever  leaving  this  area,  at  least 
not  for  a  long  period  of  time.  1  see  myself  aging 
here  and  hope  to  stay  with  CPCS." 


Kevin  Flynn  '81 

Mountains  of  paperwork,  months  of  discovery, 
intricate  fiscal  documents.  These  are  not  exactly  the 
job  responsibilities  that  draw  people  to  the  profes- 
sion of  law  but  they  are  the  reality  of  tax  litigation. 


"In  any  case  that  is  headed  toward  litigation,  you 
are  almost  always  dealing  with  very  complicated 
financial  transactions,"  explained  Kevin  Flynn  '81,  a 
Partner  at  Kostelanetz  &  Fink,  LLP  a  tax  contro- 
versy defense  firm  in  New  York  City.  "There  is 
either  a  claim  that  a  deduction  was  false  or  income 
wasn't  reported  and  the  paperwork  becomes  over- 
whelming. You're  talking  about  thousands  of  pages 
of  documents  and  the  government  always  seeks  to 
get  computer  hard  drives  and  pull  all  the  emails." 

Tax  law  is  unique  in  that  there  is  both  a  civil 
and  criminal  side.  Civil  cases  are  heard  in  U.S.  Tax 
Court  and  defendants  face  only  a  financial  penalty 
if  found  liable  while  criminal  cases  are  heard  in 
U.S.  District  Court  and  defendants  face  a  criminal 
penalty  if  found  guilty.  "In  a  criminal  prosecution 
the  government  is  looking  to  put  someone  in 
jail,"  said  Kevin.  "The  government  will  rarely  bring 
a  criminal  case  that  doesn't  at  least  threaten 
incarceration." 

His  decision  to  enter  the  not-so-glamorous  tax 
field  was  spurred  by  the  engaging  faculty  of  the 
School  of  Law. 

"Professor  Fred  Royal  was  absolutely  terrific," 
lauded  Kevin.  "He  is  one  of  those  unique  profes- 
sors who  can  make  taxation  and  tax  law  fun.  Since 
1  was  quite  young  1  knew  I  wanted  to  be  a  lawyer, 
but  the  only  real  interest  I  had  was  litigation.  The 
interest  in  tax  germinated  when  I  took  Professor 
Royal's  classes." 

Following  graduation  from  the  School  of  Law, 
the  Pittsfield,  MA,  native  spent  several  years  in  the 
Hampden  County  District  Attorneys'  Office  work- 
ing under  the  tutelage  of  District  Attorney 
Matthew  J.  Ryan  while  studying  for  an  LL.M.  in 
taxation  at  Boston  University  and  commuting  to 
the  Commonwealth's  capital  at  night  to  complete 
the  program.  "Mr  Ryan  was  an  incredibly  impor- 
tant person  in  my  life  and  legal  career.  He  gave 
hundreds  of  lawyers  like  me  the  opportunity  to 
think  and  grow  as  young  lawyers.  I  learned  more 
from  Mr  Ryan  about  the  practice  of  law  and  litiga- 
tion than  any  boss  1  ever  had." 

Kevin  then  began  his  tax  law  career  working 
for  the  organization  he  currently  opposes,  taking  a 
position  with  the  Internal  Revenue  Service  (IRS) 
in  New  York  City  where  he  served  as  a  Trial  Attor- 
ney for  five-and-a-half  years,  arguing  civil  tax 
cases  in  U.S.  Tax  Court. 

Now  as  a  tax  controversy  defense  attorney, 
Kevin  places  a  premium  on  the  time  he  spent  at 
the  IRS.  "It  served  me  well  in  a  lot  of  respects.  1 
know  how  the  agency  operates.  I  know  where  a  lot 
of  the  pressure  points  are.  I  know  where  cases  can 


Lisa  Rodriguez-Ross  '07 

be  resolved.  I  know  the  rules  and  regulations  that 
the  agents,  the  appeals  officers,  and  the  attorneys 
work  under.  It  was  a  great  benefit  for  me  to  have 
that  training." 

Kevin  always  wanted  to  enter  private  practice 
on  the  other  side  of  the  aisle  and  did  so  in  1990 
when  he  joined  Kostelanetz  &  Fink.  "When  I  was 
with  the  IRS,  I  had  cases  against  lawyers  in  the 
firm.  They  got  to  know  me,  they  liked  my  work, 
and  they  offered  me  a  job." 

Kostelanetz  &  Fink  has  been  in  the  tax  contro- 
versy defense  business  for  over  65  years  and  was 
one  of  the  first  firms  in  the  nation  to  specialize  in 
this  practice  area  and  has  a  strong  national  repu- 
tation. Kevin  has  handled  numerous  cases  for 
countless  clients  (individual  and  corporate),  both 
in  civil  and  criminal  litigation.  And  for  the  better 
part  of  the  past  20  years,  Kevin  has  been  facing 
the  vast  juggernaut  that  is  the  federal  government 
after  enjoying  its  resources  for  so  many  years  as  a 
public  servant. 

"The  government  has  amazing  and  over- 
whelming resources  if  they  want  to  put  it  to  a 
case,"  explained  Kevin.  "Whereas  a  lot  of  the 
clients  I  represent,  and  particularly  in  the  criminal 
context,  they  are  individuals  that  are  paying  their 
own  way." 

During  his  quarter  century  in  the  field,  Kevin 
has  litigated  on  nearly  every  issue  in  tax  law  as 
both  a  prosecutor  and  defense  attorney.  In  his 
current  role,  his  clients  have  included  individual 
taxpayers,  political  organizations,  and  major  corpo- 
rations. "I  have  tried  all  sorts  of  tax  cases  whether 
they  involved  omitted  income,  alleged  false  deduc- 
tions, fraud  penalties,  summons  enforcement  cases, 
and  workers'  classification  cases. 

"I've  been  doing  this  for  a  long  time  and 
1  can't  imagine  doing  anything  else."  ♦ 
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Alumni  News 


By  Mary  McLean  Orszulak 


ColfTDurnament 


Winning  Team:  (above  L-R) 
Ken  Askins,  Chiyo  Guillotte, 
Don  Anderson  '83,  and  Jeff 
Morneau  '98 


Second  Place:  L-R) 
Anttiony  Gullini  '07, 
Jason  Hover  '06,  Brent 
Stack  '07,  and  Ricti  White 


Law  Alumni  Hit  Links  for 
Second  Annual  Golf  Tourney 

On  a  beautiful  fall  day,  alumni  and  friends 
reconnected  on  the  links  for  tfie  second 
annual  Law  Alumni  Golf  Tournament. 

This  year's  tournament  was  held  on  Sep- 
tember 11  at  the  picturesque  Ranch  Golf 
Club  in  Southwick,  MA.  Alumni,  guests,  fac- 
ulty, and  students  enjoyed  an  early  lunch 
before  the  tourney  got  off  to  a  noontime 
shotgun  start.  Golfers  enjoyed  a  beautiful 
day  on  the  greens  followed  by  complimen- 
tary chair  massages  offered  by  the  Mildred 
Elley  School  for  Mas- 
sage Therapy.  The 
day  concluded  with 
dinner  and  award 
presentations. 


AWARDS 

Longest  Drive:  (man 
Ken  Askins 

Longest  Drive:  (woman 
Paula  Robbins 

Closest  to  the  Pin:  (man 
Jeff  Morneau  '98 

Closest  to  the  Pin:  (woman 
Christine  Cahillane 


(Top)  Jeff  Morneau  '98 

(Middle)  Christine  Cahillane 

(Bottom)  All  Women's  Team: 
(L  to  R)  Paula  Robbins,  Cassie 
Deegan,  Marilyn  Stopa  '99, 
and  Elizabeth  Ingalls 


Red  Sox 


Law  Alumni  Show  Their  Support  for  Red  Sox  Nation 


Roard 
Activities 


Board  Approves  New  Slate 

The  Alumni  Board  of  Directors  has  unanimously 
approved  the  slate  of  candidates  as  new  direc- 
tors to  the  board  for  the  2008-201 1  term.  Amy 
Megliola  '02  is  the  Board  President. 

Luigi  Petruzziello  '90 
V.  Van  Johnson  '04 
Josh  Gilman  '04 
Ryan  McKeen  '05 
Michael  McMyne  '90 
James  Turcotte  '84 
Christine  Turgeon  '01 


Law  alumni  enjoyed  a  break 
from  the  courtroom  and 
the  boardroom  for  some 
downtime  at  Fenway  Park 
supporting  the  Sox  and 
reconnecting  with  one 
another. 

July  13 

While  the  Green  Monster  didn't 
see  a  lot  of  action,  alumni, 
faculty,  and  staff  watched  the 
Sox  shut  down  the  Baltimore 
Orioles  in  a  2-1  win. 

August  2 

The  Western  New  England 
College  School  of  Law 
contingent  of  55  Red  Sox  fans 
cheered  on  Jon  Lester  as  he 
took  on  the  Oakland  Athletics. 
The  Sox  took  the  win  12-2. 
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Alumni  Profile 


In  and  out  of  the  courtroom,  the  drive  and  determination  of  Gerard  L.  Pellegrini  L'57  has 
become  the  stuff  of  legend.  When  the  84-year-old  was  practicing  law,  opposing  attorneys  had 
to  contend  with  one  of  the  best  trial  lawyers  in  western  Massachusetts.  Turn  back  the  clock 
even  further,  to  his  football  days  at  Syracuse  University,  when  Pellegrini  was  called  the  Iron 
Man:  the  linebacker  earned  his  nickname  not  just  because  he  played  both  offense  or  defense 
every  minute  of  every  game.  He  could  also  hit.  Hard. 

Perhaps  it's  only  fitting  that  a  man  with  such  a  competitive  nature  would  help  Western  New 
England  College  gain  even  more  of  a  competitive  edge  in  the  academic  world  with  two  significant 
gifts  during  the  home  stretch  of  the  first  comprehensive  campaign  in  the  College's  history. 
Thanks  to  Pellegrini's  contributions,  the  J.  Gerard  Pellegrini  Moot  Court  Room  at  the  School  of  Law 
was  named  in  his  honor  (see  page  8)  and  the  Pellegrini  Family  Endowed  Scholarship  was  established. 
"I  want  to  further  strengthen  the  College's  ability  to  recruit  top  students  and  faculty,"  he  says. 


Western  New  England  College  has  a  special  place  in  Pellegrinis 
heart  because  the  School  of  Law  prepared  him  for  the  everyday 
challenges  of  a  legal  career — even  though  becoming  a  lawyer 
was  the  last  thing  on  his  mind  when  he  enrolled  in  the  School 
of  Law  on  the  G.I.  Bill.  The  year  was  1952,  and  Kemper  Insur- 
ance had  just  transferred  him  from  its  Boston  office  to  Spring- 
field. He  was  a  Compensation  Manager  for  the  company,  and 
he  found  that  his  legal  training  was  helping  him  excel  at  his 
job.  He  didn't  intend  to  be  a  lawyer  at  the  time.  Then  he  "fell 
in  love  with  the  law"  while  in  school.  "Western  New  England 
College  was  there  for  me,"  he  says,  "and  I  want  to  be  there  for 
the  College." 

PELLEGRINI 


Pellegrini's  famed  tenacity  is  also  reflected  m  the  law  firm  he 
founded  after  he  graduated  in  1957:  Pellegrini,  Seeley,  Ryan,  & 
Blakesley,  which  over  the  years  developed  a  reputation  for 
aggressive  and  successful  protection  of  the  rights  of  injured 
people,  advocating  in  such  areas  as  workers'  compensation, 
medical  malpractice,  and  automobile  accidents. 

What  is  at  the  root  of  Pellegrini's  grit  and  resilience?  It  all 
goes  back  to  his  working  class  beginnings  in  Boston's  Brighton 
section,  to  which  his  parents  had  moved  from  Italy.  His  father 
was  a  paver,  construction  worker,  and  a  "powder  monkey,"  car- 
rying dynamite  to  quarry  workers.  Little  did  Pellegrini  and  his 
parents  know,  however,  that  a  hard  tackle  he  made  as  a  football 
player  for  Brighton  High  School  would  help 
him  earn  a  ticket  out  of  the  neighborhood 
during  the  Great  Depression.  It  was  a  play 
that  would  pave  the  way  for  an  athletic  schol- 
arship at  Peekskill  (NY)  Military  Academy. 


Pellegrini  was  "a  bright,  motivated  student,"  according  to 
retired  Superior  Court  Judge  George  C.  Keadyjr.  H'73,  a  for- 
mer College  Trustee  and  School  of  Law  Dean  who  taught  at  the 
School  from  1953  to  1989.  "We  were  a  night  school  until 
1973,  and  I  am  amazed  at  the  caliber  of  lav^ers  we  produced. 
Gerard  was  one  of  the  best.  When  he  went  into  a  courtroom, 
the  other  side  knew  it  was  in  for  a  good,  fair  fight.  And  they 
knew  that  it  was  going  to  be  a  fight  right  to  the  end.  The  quali- 
ties that  stood  out  in  him  as  both  a  student  and  a  lawyer  were 
his  intellect  and  his  tenacity" 

As  an  Adjunct  Professor  at  the  School  of  Law,  where  he 
taught  from  1974  to  1989,  he  used  his  legal  expertise  to  give 
his  students  a  quality  education  based  on  decades  of  trial  expe- 
rience. "Gerard  Pellegrini  is  a  great  credit  to  the  School  of  Law," 
says  Associate  Dean  for  External  Affairs  Samuel  Stonefield,  who 
has  taught  at  the  School  since  1981.  "He  was  a  creative  and 
persistent  trial  lawyer  who  used  his  skills  to  advance  the  inter- 
ests of  his  clients,  and  his  students  appreciated  his  ability  to 
bring  real  life  into  the  classroom." 


In  a  game  against  the  Mechanical  Arts  School  of  Boston,  Pelle- 
grini made  a  hit  that  resounded  throughout  the  field — and  his 
academic  career.  "Who  made  that  tackle?"  asked  Brighton  High 
Coach  William  Murphy.  When  Murphy  learned  who  slammed 
the  running  back  to  the  turf,  he  kept  his  eye  on  Pellegrini. 
Later  on,  a  teammate  recruited  by  Peekskill  recommended  him 
to  Peekskill's  coach. 

At  Peekskill,  Pellegrini  earned  an  athletic  scholarship  to 
Syracuse  and  played  as  a  third-string  center — but  not  for  long. 
He  started  in  the  fourth  game,  against  Holy  Cross,  and  then  the 
freshman  was  the  first-string  center  for  the  Orangemen  for  the 
rest  of  the  season,  earning  honorable  mention  All-American 
recognition  in  1942.  He  played  both  sides  of  the  ball:  the 
60-minute  man,  the  Iron  Man,  was  opening  more  eyes. 

Nonetheless,  there  was  a  war  going  on,  so  after  his  fresh- 
man year,  Pellegrini  volunteered  for  the  U.S.  Army's  10th 
Mountain  Division  in  Camp  Hale,  CO,  where  he  spend  two- 
and-a-half  years.  After  ofhcer  training  school,  and  assignments 
at  other  Army  divisions,  he  was  scheduled  to  be  deployed  to 
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"I  want  to  further  strengthen  the  I 
College's  ability  to  recruit  top  students  | 

and  faculty.  Western  New  England 
College  was  there  for  me,  and  I  want  1 
to  be  there  for  the  College." 

College  President  Anthony  S.  Caprio  presents  a  ceremonial  gavel  to  Mr. 
Pellegrini  at  ttie  dedication  of  the  J.  Gerard  Pellegrini  Moot  Court  Room  M 


the  Pacific  in  April  1945.  Then  ihe  orders 
were  canceled,  and  he  returned  to  the  Dixi- 
sion  a  month  later  in  the  Italian  Alps.  In 
August,  the  Division  was  redeployed  in 
order  to  join  the  U.S.  Marines  in  the 
planned  landing  on  the  main  Japanese 
island  of  Honshu,  in  preparation  for  an 
Allied  invasion.  However  Japan  surrendered 
shortly  after  atomic  bombs  were  dropped 
on  Hiroshima  and  Nagasaki  in  August.  He 
married  Cornelia  "Connie"  Murphy,  and  he 
was  discharged  from  service  in  April  1946. 

He  was  back  at  Syracuse  in  the  fall 
1946,  but  his  days  there  would  be  num- 
bered after  his  sophomore  season,  when  his 
Head  Coach  "Biggie"  Munn  took  the  helm 
at  Michigan  State.  Shortly  after  the  Pellegri- 
nis lost  an  infant  daughter,  the  new  Syra- 
cuse football  coach  demanded  that  he  fight 
for  his  position  by  suiting  up  for  the 
"optional"  spring  practices  in  1947,  even 
though  he  was  working  his  way  through 
college.  Pellegrini,  who  prided  himself  on 
taking  on  all  challenges,  had  a  dilemma.  His 
wife  was  pregnant  again  and  he  had  hospital 
bills  to  pay.  He  needed  cash.  As  the  new 
coach  was  promising  to  banish  him  to  the 
junior  varsity  squad,  Pellegrini  contacted 
the  NFLs  Detroit  Lions,  who  had  drafted 
him  the  previous  spring.  He  had  been  loyal 
to  Syracuse — even  rebuffing  Munn's  sugges- 
tion to  join  him  at  Michigan  State  at  the  end 
of  his  sophomore  year — but  he  felt  he  had 
no  choice  but  to  lake  the  Lions  up  on  their 
$4,000  contract.  The  team  offered  him  a 
signing  bonus  that  was  sufficient  to  pay  his 
bills,  although  the  rest  of  the  money  wasn't 
guaranteed.  He  would  receive  the  $4,000 
only  if  he  made  the  team.  He  reluctantly 
bade  farewell  to  Syracuse  and  went  to  the 
Lions  training  camp  in  August. 

"The  trouble  was,  I  only  weighed 
190  pounds,  and  after  a  few  days  at  training 
camp,  1  was  down  to  180  pounds,"  recalls 
Pellegrini.  "Not  too  big  for  a  center/line- 
backer. Even  their  smallest  lineman  jersey 
was  way  too  big  for  me."  He  played  five 
minutes  in  an  exhibition  game  against  the 
Boston  Yanks  (yes,  the  city  had  an  NFL 
team  with  that  name!),  and  then  Coach  Gus 
Dorais  called  him  into  his  office. 


"Gerry,  1  have  some  bad  news  for  you," 
said  Dorais. 

"What's  that.  Coach?"  asked  Pellegrini, 
who  thought  he  was  being  cut  from 
the  team. 

"We  have  other  centers  and  linebackers 
who  are  injured,  so  I'm  going  to  ask  you  to 
play  both  ways  against  the  Green  Bay  Pack- 
ers. You're  going  to  have  to  play  60  minutes.' 

"Coach,  I'm  used  to  that,"  said  Pellegrini 
with  a  smile. 

The  Iron  Man  vs.  Big  Ed 

There  was  a  problem.  Facing  him  was  the 
Packers'  nose  guard  "Big  Ed"  Neal,  who  was 
six-foot-four,  285  pounds.  "1  said  to  myself, 
'Now  I  know  why  the  others  claimed  they 
were  hurt,'"  recalls  Pellegrini.  What  fol- 
lowed was  a  trench  battle  for  the  ages. 
"Every  bone  in  my  body  ached,"  says  Pelle- 
grini. Still,  he  had  protected  his  quarter- 
back. As  he  dragged  himself  off  the  held,  a 
group  of  teenagers  surrounded  him, 
requesting  autographs.  "I  told  them  that  Bill 
Dudley  was  the  star  and  they  should  get  his 
autograph,"  he  says.  They  insisted,  saying 
that  they  admired  his  courage;  so  he  took 
their  pen  and  signed  away 

"The  Lions  thought  I  had  guts,"  says 
Pellegrini.  "They  knew  I  was  too  small  to 
be  a  center.  So  they  tried  to  turn  me  into  a 
wide  receiver.  Well,  I  had  good  hands,  but 
1  was  no  gazelle."  And,  after  the  failed 
position  transition  on  the  Detroit's  farm 
team  in  Paterson,  NJ,  he  was  no  longer  a 
Lion.  Pellegrini  finished  his  football  career 
with  a  two-year  stint  on  the  Providence 
Steamrollers  pro  team  while  working  for 
Kemper  Insurance. 

In  1952,  after  earning  an  associate's 
degree  in  business  management  at  North- 
eastern University,  he  was  transferred  to 
Kemper's  Springheld  ofhce  and  he  looked 
into  continuing  his  education  at  Western 
New  England  College,  formerly  the  Spring- 
field Division  of  Northeastern  College, 
which  a  year  earlier  obtained  its  autonomous 
charter  and  reinstituted  a  School  of  Law 
(Springfield-Northeastern  had  dropped  the 
program  in  1942). 


He  saw  a  new  School  of  Law  with  a  lot 
of  potential  and,  sure  enough,  it  taught  him 
well.  After  graduating  in  1957  and  passing 
the  Massachusetts  Bar  Exam  on  the  first  try, 
Pellegrini  founded  a  law  firm  that  now  has 
offices  in  six  Massachusetts  cities  and  more 
than  a  dozen  lawyers,  including  his  son-in- 
law,  Earlon  Seeley  Jr.,  and  his  grandson 
Earlon  Seeley  III,  and  five  Western  New 
England  College  School  of  Law  graduates. 

Pellegrini,  a  former  President  of  the 
Hampden  County  Bar  Association,  taught 
torts  at  the  School  of  Law  from  1974  until 
1978,  when  the  American  Bar  Association 
required  that  a  year-long  torts  course  had 
to  be  taught  by  a  full-time  professor.  The 
School  offered  Pellegrini  the  opportunity  to 
teach  full-time,  but  he  didn't  want  to  give 
up  his  law  practice.  He  taught  municipal 
law  at  the  School  for  a  year,  and  then  set 
up  a  new  course  on  workers'  compensa- 
tion, which  he  taught  until  1989.  He 
retired  from  his  law  practice  in  1998  at  the 
age  of  74  to  care  for  his  wife,  Connie,  who 
died  after  a  long  illness  in  2003.  In  1999 
the  Massachusetts  Academy  of  Trial  Attor- 
neys presented  him  with  a  lifetime  achieve- 
ment award. 

Pellegrini,  who  has  two  daughters, 
seven  grandchildren,  and  four  great-grand- 
children, now  saves  his  competitiveness  for 
the  golf  course,  playing  near  his  homes  in 
Groton  Long  Point,  CT,  and  Marco  Island, 
FL.  In  fact,  Pellegrini  has  shot  his  age  five 
times — one  of  the  most  difficult  achieve- 
ments in  sports.  He  recorded  an  incredible 
75  on  his  80th  birthday  at  Springfield 
Country  Club,  and  he  shot  his  age  last  May, 
recording  an  84  at  the  challenging  Eagle 
Creek  Golf  Club  in  Naples,  FL. 

"1  don't  hit  the  ball  like  1  used  to," 
he  laments.  But  he  still  packs  a  wallop.  He 
always  did — on  the  football  field,  in  the 
courtroom,  and  in  the  classroom.  ♦ 
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PERSPECTIVES 


By  Professor  Arthur  D.  Wolf  Director,  Legislative  Institute 


NSTITUTE  FOR  LEGISLATIVE  AND 
GOVERNMENTAL  AFFAIRS 


SPRING/SUMMER  2008  SUMMARY  OF  PROGRAMS 


During  the  spring  and  summer  of  2008,  the  Legislative  Institute  hosted  two  major  hearings  involving 
members  of  the  State  Legislature,  sponsored  the  annual  Siena  College  summer  fellows  program,  and 
helped  arrange  several  continuing  legal  education  programs  with  the  Massachusetts  Bar  Association. 
In  addition,  the  Massachusetts  Appeals  Court  held  its  semiannual  sitting  in  our  Moot  Court  Room. 


On  January  30,  2008,  the  Commission  on  Public  Health  Access  held 
its  first  public  meeting  and  hearing  at  the  College  with  the  assistance 
of  State  Senator  Gale  D.  Candaras  '82  (pictured  below),  a  member  of  the 
Commission.  The  14-member  Commission  is  charged  with  the  study  of 
the  accessibility  and  quality  of  doctors  who  specialize  in  obstetrics  and 
gynecological  and  neurosurgical  care  of  women  in  western  Massachusetts. 
"Western  Massachusetts  is  losing  physicians  within  these  specialties  at  an 
alarming  rate.  It  is  a  public  health  nightmare  waiting  to  happen  if  women 
do  not  have  access  to  quality  doctors  and  specialists,"  Candaras  said. 

At  the  public  hearing,  the  Commission  heard  testimony  from  a  variety 
of  interested  parties,  including  hospital  executives,  physicians,  public 
interest  groups,  and  members  of  the  public.  The  testimony  revealed  that 
housing  costs,  higher  compensation  in  other  parts  of  the  nation,  and  inad- 
equate recruiting  were  some  of  the  factors  con- 
tributing to  the  shortage. 

The  Commission  resulted  from  Senator 
Candaras'  initiative  in  the  fiscal  year  2008  bud- 
get. "The  Commission  was  at  the  top  of  my  list 
in  conversations  with  Senate  President  Therese 
Murray  and  Chair  of  the  Senate  Ways  &  Means 
Committee,  Senator  Steven  Panagiotakas," 
said  Candaras. 


On  March  28,  the  Institute  hosted  a  public  hearing  of  the  Legisla- 
ture's Joint  Committee  on  Children,  Families,  and  Persons  with  Dis- 
abilities. The  cochairs  of  the  Joint  Committee  are  Representative 
Cheryl  Coakley-Rivera  '95  and  Senator  Karen  Spilka.  The  focus  of  the 
hearing  was  Senate  Bill  65,  which  would  reform  the  manner  by  which 
state  agencies  set  compensation  rates  for  certain  human  and  social 
service  employees. 

Sponsored  by  Senator  Candaras,  the  measure  would  transfer  the 
responsibility  of  setting  compensation  rates  for  these  workers  from 
the  Executive  Office  of  Administration  and  Finance  to  the  Executive 
Office  of  Health  and  Human  Services,  create  a  regular  system  of  rate 
review,  and  establish  a  social  services  advisory  council  to  advocate 
for  the  industry.  The  human  services  industry  is  comprised  of  approx- 
imately 185,000  workers  throughout  Massachusetts. 

At  the  opening  of  the  hearing.  Representative  Coakley-Rivera,  who 
presided,  noted  that  human  service  provider  jobs  are  an  important 
part  of  the  State's  economy.  Senator  Candaras  observed:  "One  in  10 
men,  women,  and  children  in  the  Commonwealth  are  in  need  of  these 
services.  They,  along  with  their  friends  and  families,  are  counting  on 
the  Legislature  to  ensure  that  the  human  services  industry  is  capable 
of  providing  an  excellent  level  of  care." 


The  School  had  the  privilege  of  hosting  two  Siena  College  students, 
Hanok  George  and  Samantha  Tymchyn,  on  campus  as  part  of  a  cooperative  pre- 
law fellowship  program.  Working  with  Professor  Sudha  Setty,  who  is  currently 
analyzing  reforms  to  the  U.S.  state  secrets  privilege  from  a  comparative  perspec- 
tive, Hanok  extensively  researched  the  history  of  the  privilege  in  England  and 
Scotland  and  reforms  to  the  English  or  Scottish  privilege  since  the  U.S.  doctrine 
was  established  in  the  1950s. 

Under  the  supervision  of  Professor  Barbara  Noah,  an  expert  in  health  law, 
Samantha  researched  and  wrote  an  essay  about  the  impact  of  prescription  drug 
advertising  on  physician  prescribers  and  patients,  especially  questions  of  safety 
and  over-prescribing.  In  her  paper  entitled  "Death  By  Excessive  Pharmaceutical 
Advertisements;  Is  There  a  Cure?",  she  described  and  evaluated  different  regula- 
tory responses  that  might  reduce  the  negative  impact  of  advertising. 


(Photo  L  to  R)  Professor  Arthur  D.  Wolf,  Professor  Sudha  Setty,  and  Dean 
Art  Gaudio  (standing).  Siena  College  students  Samantha  Tymchyn  and 
Hanok  George  (seated). 


FALL  2008 


♦  19 


t 


CampusUPDATE 


By  David  Stawasz 


From  April-October  2008 


I 


Students  Get  Inside  Loolc 
t  tiie  Olympic  Games 


This  summer.  13  Western  New  England  College  students 
took  part  in  a  unique  educational  experience  that  took  them 
half-way  around  the  globe.  The  students  traveled  to  China 
for  the  Olympic  Games,  turning  the  biggest  sporting  event 
on  the  planet  into  their  own  classroom. 

The  trip  was  the  brainchild  of  Assistant  Professor  Curt 
Hamakawa  L'83,  Director  of  the  College's  Center  for  Interna- 
tional Sport  Business.  Hamakawa  tapped  his  16  years'  expe- 
rience with  the  United  States  Olympic  Committee  to  provide 
students  with  an  insider's  perspec- 
tive on  the  Games.  The  students 
took  part  in  an  online  class  ahead 
of  the  trip,  learning  about  what  it 
takes  to  plan  an  event  featuring 
more  than  10,000  athletes.  Once  in 
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Honoring  Teaching  Excellence 


The  College  honored  two  professors  with  awards  for 
teaching  excellence  at  the  close  of  the  2007-2008 
academic  year.  While  Arthur  Leavens  received  the 
Catherine  J.  Jones  Excellence  in  Teaching  Award 
(see  story  page  25),  Dr  Sheralee  Tershner  received 
the  Excellence  in  Teaching  Award  at  the  undergradu- 
ate level.  Tershner,  a  Professor  of  Psychology  in  the 
College's  School  of  Arts  and  Sciences,  was  praised 
by  students  as  a  caring  teacher  who  helps  make  the 
College  a  wonderful  learning  environment.  Winners 
of  both  awards  are  nominated  by  students,  faculty, 
and  administrators  for  outstanding  contributions  as 
educators  and  advisors. 


College  Names  New  Deans 

The  new  academic  year  began  with  the  arrival  of  two  new  deans  on  campus. 

Dr.  Evan  T  Robinson  (above  left)  joined  the  College  as  Founding  Dean  of  the  new 
School  of  Pharmacy  Robinson  will  be  responsible  for  all  aspects  of  planning  and  imple- 
menting the  School  of  Pharmacy  including  hiring  more  than  30  faculty,  administrators, 
and  staff,  as  well  as  obtaining  required  approvals  and  professional  accreditation.  A 
Massachusetts  native,  Robinson  comes  to  the  College  from  the  University  of  Charleston 
School  of  Pharmacy,  where  he  served  as  Assistant  Dean  for  Academic  Affairs. 

Dr.  S.  Hossein  Cheraghi  (above  right)  assumed  the  leadership  position  of  the 
School  of  Engineering.  Cheraghi  joins  the  College  from  Wichita  State  University,  where 
he  served  as  Chair  of  the  Department  of  Industrial  and  Manufacturing  Engineering. 
In  1 5  years  at  Wichita  State,  Cheraghi  was  recognized  for  excellence  in  teaching, 
received  dozens  of  research  grants,  and  published  33  journal  articles. 


Campus  Update 


Elizabeth 
Smart  Helps 
Shine 

Spotlight  on 

Children's 

Safety 

Western  New  England  College  brought 
together  many  of  the  leading  national 
experts  for  a  two-day  children's  safety 
conference  in  May.  The  second  annual 
"Possibilities:  Creating  a  Safer  World 
for  Our  Children"  event  offered  train- 
ing and  information  to  educators, 
social  workers,  law  enforcement  per- 
sonnel, and  parents. 

Highlights  of  the  conference 
included  a  presentation  by  Elizabeth 
Smart,  who  was  kidnapped  from  her 
Utah  home  in  2002  at  the  age  of  14. 
Smart  told  participants  about  her  work 
with  the  U.S.  Justice  Department 
putting  together  a  60-page  guide  for 
other  survivors  of  kidnappings.  Now  a 
20-year  old  music  major  at  Brigham 
Young  University,  Smart  delighted  the 
crowd  by  performing  on  the  harp  dur- 
ing the  "Every  Child  Counts"  dinner 
held  in  conjunction  with  the  Possibili- 
ties Conference. 


(At  left)  Elizabetti  Smart  performs  at  ttie 
"Possibilities"  Conference. 


'  to  R)  College  Provost  Jerry  Hirsch,  Author  E.L.  Doclorow, 
nd  Chair  of  the  Department  of  Economics  Mike  Meeropol 


Lecture  Day  2008  Honors 
Author  E.L.  Doctorow 

The  College's  annual  Lecture  Day  saw  renowned 
author  E.L.  Doctorow  speak  before  a  crowd  of  more 
than  500  students,  faculty,  and  guests  in  Rivers 
Memorial  Hall.  The  author  of  such  celebrated  works 
as  The  Book  of  Daniel,  Ragtime,  Billy  Bathgate, 
and  City  of  God  spoke  on  religion  and  literature. 
Doctorow  took  questions  from  the  audience  follow- 
ing the  talk,  and  was  presented  an  honorary  Doctor 
of  Letters  degree  in  recognition  of  his  contributions 
to  the  American  literary  heritage. 
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Christopher  A.  Service  Jr.      Alexandra  L.  Paterson 

Board  of  Trustees 
Welcomes  New 
Members 

Three  new  members  and  one  returning  member 
were  recently  appointed  to  the  Western  New 
England  College  Board  of  Trustees. 

Ann  Seeley  and  William  E.  Dupuis  '79  will 
serve  three-year  terms  on  the  Board.  Seeley  is  a 
former  teacher  and  long-time  friend  of  the 
College.  Her  father.  Attorney  Gerard  L.  Pellegrini 
(see  story  page  16),  is  a  1957  graduate  of  the 
School  of  Law  and  her  youngest  son  graduated 
from  the  College  in  May.  Dupuis  is  Chief  Financial 
Officer  for  East  Coast  Tile  Group,  a  privately-held 
company  with  33  stores  in  10  states.  He  recently 
completed  a  two-year  term  as  Alumni  Trustee. 

Christopher  A.  Service  Jr.  '99  and  Alexandra  L. 
Paterson  '08  have  been  named  Alumni  Trustees. 
Attorney  Service  graduated  from  the  College  with 
a  degree  in  electrical  engineering  and  now  prac- 
tices law  at  the  international  firm  of  McDermott 
Will  &  Emery  LLP  in  New  York  City,  specializing  in 
mergers  and  acquisitions,  securities  offerings,  and 
transactional  global  financing.  He  will  serve  a 
two-year  term  on  the  Board.  Paterson  graduated 
in  May  with  a  degree  in  political  science,  and  is 
currently  pursuing  a  graduate  degree.  She  was  a 
two-year  captain  of  the  softball  team  and  an 
active  member  of  the  College's  Office  of  Fresh- 
man &  Transfer  Students.  She  will  serve  a  one- 
year  term  on  the  Board. 
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"In  a  lot  of  ways  the  mortgage  indus- 
try has  brought  this  upon  themselves. 
I've  never  understood  the  two  loans — 
you  have  your  major  loan  and  then  you 
have  a  second  loan  so  you  don't  have 
to  pay  PMI.  Now  all  of  those  people 
can't  refinance  because  the  value  of 
their  property  has  gone  down." 

Attorney  Doug  Brunner  '88 
The  Law  Offices  of 
Douglas  J.  Brunner 
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The  mortgage  meltdown  that  has  led  to  the  historic  reshap- 
ing of  our  nation's  financial  system  has  had  a  profound 
effect  on  communities  throughout  the  nation,  from  the 
empty  cul-de-sacs  in  Stockton,  California,  to  multi- 
family  units  in  Providence,  Rhode  Island,  and  the  unsold 
condominiums  in  South  Florida.  Western  New  England 
College  School  of  Law  alumni  are  very  much  involved  in 
responding  to  the  crisis.  Two  members  of  the  Class  of  1982, 
Richard  Riccobono  and  Gerry  Champagne,  are  working 
hard  as  President  and  General  Counsel,  respectively,  of  the 
Seattle  Home  Loan  Bank  Board,  to  assure  the  liquidity  and 
and  solvency  of  their  member  banks.  Mike  Tucker  '84,  presi- 
dent of  Greenfield  Co-operative  Bank  in  Greenfield,  MA,  is 
making  sure  the  credit  needs  of  "Main  Street"  are  served. 


Subprlnie 

in  the  Gily 


By  Mary  McLean  Orszulak 


Springfield,  Massachusetts,  home  to  the  Western  New 
England  College  School  of  Law,  is  typical  of  many  mid-sized 
cities  where  aggressive  lending  practices  were  prevalent 
for  the  past  several  years  and  which  have  been  hit  hard 
when  the  housing  market  bubble  collapsed.  Perspectives 
recently  weighed  in  with  several  law  alumni  to  see  how 
this  crisis  is  affecting  their  clients,  the  region,  and  their 
work.  Before  turning  to  the  local  angle,  we  will  give  an 
overview  of  the  crisis. 


Exotics  Turned  Toxic: 
The  Root  Causes  in  Brief 

Associate  Dean  Sam  Stonefielcl, 
whose  course  in  Mortgage  Law  cov- 
ers the  mortgage  crisis,  says  that  the 
"mortgage  meltdown  has  been  a 
perfect  storm  of  overly  aggressive 
borrowing,  lending,  and  investing 
that  led  to  a  rise  in  housing  prices,  a 
ballooning  of  mortgage  debt  and 
an  explosion  of  mortgage-backed 
securities  and  other  sophisticated 
financial  instruments."  He  observed 
that,  "Both  lending  and  borrowing 
changed  significantly  in  the  past  10 
years.  Lending  shifted  away  from 
traditional  bricks-and-mortar  banks, 
subject  to  extensive  regulation  and 
capital  requirements,  to  largely 
unregulated  storefront  and  Internet 
mortgage  brokers  selling  their  loans 
to  a  variety  of  companies  that  pack- 
aged those  mortgages  as  securities 
that  were  sold  and  resold  on  sec- 
ondary and  tertiary  markets.  Borrow- 
ing changed  from  the  traditional  80 
percent  loan-to-value  loan  and  a 
28-30  percent  debt-to-income  ratio 
to  a  variety  of  "racier"  products, 
including  100  percent  loans,  no-doc 
loans  with  introductory  teaser  rates. 
The  increased  availability  of  mort- 
gage money  on  relaxed  terms  led  to 
new  borrowers  and  more  borrowing. 
The  influx  of  more  borrowers  with 
more  mortgage  money  had  the 
predictable  effect  of  increasing  hous- 
ing prices.  The  increase  in  housing 
prices  was  then  used  by  lenders 
to  justify  the  underwriting  of  even 
riskier  loans,  on  the  belief  that 
mistakes  would  be  covered  by  the 
rising  prices." 

Reviewing  the  past  six  years, 
Stonefield  said,  "As  home  values  rose 
and  interest  rates  stayed  low,  existing 
homeowners  used  their  homes  as 
ATM  machines  and  'cash  out'  refi- 
nancings hit  record  levels.  Investors 
borrowed  money  and  bought  hous- 
ing units  not  as  residences  but  as 


investments,  holding  them  for  a 
short  period  and  then  selling, 
'flipping'  them  to  realize  quick  gains 
on  the  increased  prices.  First-time 
homebuyers  were  encouraged  to  buy 
with  enticing  new  loan  products 
such  as  100  percent  loans,  no-doc 
loans,  teaser  rates,  and  even  option 
loans,  giving  the  borrower  the  option 
of  paying  less  than  interest-only 
during  the  first  years  of  the  loan.  In 
these  heady  times,  some  mortgage 
brokers  put  their  own  economic 
interests  ahead  of  the  borrower- 
client's  best  interest  and  aggressively 
pushed  high-priced  loans  on  unso- 
phisticated borrowers. 

"In  hindsight,  it  is  clear  that 
many — too  many — of  these  loans 
were  not  properly  underwritten,  and 
it  is  astonishing  that  so  many  bor- 
rowers, lenders,  and  investors  took, 
made,  and  bought  so  many  bad 
loans.  But,  as  has  been  true  of  every 
financial  bubble  over  the  past  50 
years,  a  bubble  mentality  took  over, 
vdth  ever)'one  thinking  that  housing 
prices  could  only  go  up  and  up.  As 
Warren  Buffet  is  fond  of  saying, 
'You  only  know  who  is  swimming 
naked  when  the  tide  is  out.'  Amidst 
a  decline  in  home  prices  and  the 
freezing  up  of  the  credit  markets,  the 
tide  is  surely  out." 

A  Local  Perspective  on  a 
Global  Financial  Crisis 

A  number  of  Western  New  England 
College  alums  have  had  front  row 
seats  during  the  build-up  of  the 
housing  bubble  and  its  current  crisis. 
Doug  Brunner  '88  saw  his  con- 
veyancing practice  shift  from  local 
banks  to  national  lenders  and 
observed  the  change  in  the  nature  of 
the  loan  products.  "We  started  to  see 
all  sorts  of  teaser  rates,  with  high 
fees,"  said  Doug.  We  saw  pigg)'-back 
loans,  where  the  borrower  was  tak- 
ing out  two  loans — an  80  percent 
first  loan  and  a  20  percent  second — 
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Attorney  Jerry  Katz  '83 


Cliarles  Rucks  07  Speaks  at  a  Color  of  Law  Roundtable 


in  order  to  avoid  paying  PMI  (private  mort- 
gage insurance).  But  it  was  still  a  100  percent 
loan."  Brunner  also  said  that  national  lenders 
seemed  unaware  and  unconcerned  if  property 
values  were  too  high  or  if  income  was  not 
fully  documented.  He  observed,  "Local  lenders 
were  more  likely  to  have  the  pulse  of  the 
housing  and  labor  markets,  are  more  likely  to 
keep  the  loans  in  their  portfolios  and.  if  there 
is  some  difficulty,  are  easier  to  talk  with  and 
more  likely  to  be  responsive." 

Jerry  Katz  "83  of  Katz,  Argenio,  and  Pow- 
ers, has  seen  the  housing  market  turn  from 
boom  to  bust.  "If  you  look  at  the  past  12 
months  versus  the  two  months  before,  it  is 
well  over  a  200  percent  increase  in  the  amount 
of  the  foreclosures  lenders  are  having  me  do.  If 
you  go  back  before  that,  there  have  probably 
been  three  times  as  many  foreclosures  in  the 
past  12  months  than  in  the  prior  three  years." 
He  added,  "And  I'm  not  representing  national 
subprime  lenders.  I  imagine  their  numbers  are 
even  greater." 

Katz  also  represents  homeowners  who 
are  seeing  their  dream  of  home  ownership 
slip  through  their  fingers  as  property  values 
fall  and  their  adjustable  interest  rates  jump 
suddenly  beyond  their  ability  to  pay. 
Said  Katz,  "I  have  seen  a  huge  increase  in 
Chapter  13  bankruptcies,"  as  homeowners 
seek  to  prevent  or  delay  a  foreclosure  or  to 


The  Western  New  England  College  Institute 
for  Legislative  and  Governmental  Affairs 
has  invited  one  of  the  sponsors  of  the 
Mortgage  Rescue  Bill,  Congressman  Barney 
Frank  (D-Massachusetts),  chairman  of  the 
House  Financial  Services  Committee,  to 
share  his  views  on  this  crisis  in  the  Spring. 
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discharge  a  deficiency.  "But  what  is  also 
notable  is  that  I  am  seeing  a  greater  number 
of  the  Chapter  13  petitions  fail." 

For  Attorney  Brunner,  not  only  are  there 
fewer  closings,  the  nature  of  his  title  exami- 
nation work  has  changed,  with  an  increasing 
amount  of  the  work  done  in  preparation  for 
foreclosures  and  short  sales.  "Lenders  are 
looking  at  the  title  work  more  closely  than 
ever,  looking  for  property  flips  and  indica- 
tions of  fraud  or  self-dealing. " 

Cleaning  Up  After  the  Crisis 

Two  law  alums  are  working  to  address  the 
foreclosure  crisis  in  Springfield.  Charles  Rucks 
07,  Executive  Director  of  Springfield  Neigh- 
borhood Housing  Services,  Inc.,  has  been 
inundated  with  clients  victimized  by  subprime 
loans  with  teaser  introductory  rates  or  con- 
fronted with  job  loss  or  extraordinary  medical 
expenses  and  facing  foreclosure  after  being 
unable  to  sell  their  home  because  of  declining 
housing  prices.  A  straight  talking  former 
marine  who  pursued  a  law  degree  at  Western 
New  England  College  School  of  Law  in  his 
fifties  to  better  serve  his  clients  and  commu- 
nity. Rucks  is  now  helping  people  fight  to  save 
their  homes  and  says  that  he  needs  to  use  all 
his  legal  skills  and  life  experience.  He  says  that 
solutions  don't  come  easy.  From  negotiating 
extensions  on  entry-level  rates  to  individual 
workouts  with  lenders  to  zero-interest  deferred 
loans  extended  by  his  agency.  Rucks  acknowl- 
edges his  clients  often  sit  in  a  precarious  finan- 
cial position.  He  said,  "When  the  market 
stopped  going  up  and  then  started  to  dip  a 
little,  some  people  were  caught  in  an  upside 
down  situation  where  the  mortgage  debt 
exceeded  the  value  of  the  house.  Those  are  the 
situations  that  are  the  most  difficult  to  address 
because  they're  not  going  to  be  able  to 
refinance.  Even  more  difficult  is  when  the 
borrower's  mortgage  payments  exceed  their 
monthly  income." 

Rucks  believes  that  some  of  the  recent 
reforms  will  help  the  current  crisis  and  also 
prevent  future  problems.  Many  distressed  sub- 
prime  borrowers  will  be  able  to  obtain  relief 
through  newly  issued  FHA-insured  loans.  He 
is  also  pleased  that  the  Commonwealth  of 
Massachusetts  now  requires  subprime  borrow- 
ers to  receive  counseling  from  an  impartial 
third  party  before  they  are  permitted  to  sign  on 
the  dotted  line  of  a  loan. 


Associate  City  Solicitor  Lisa  deSousa  '85 


Lisa  deSousa,  '85,  has  seen  firsthand  the 
impact  of  foreclosures  on  urban  neighbor- 
hoods. As  an  Associate  City  Solicitor  in  charge 
of  code  enforcement  for  the  City  of  Spring- 
field, deSousa  oversees  a  team  of  lawyers  and 
law  students  that  enforce  state  sanitary  code, 
city  ordinances,  and  building  and  related 
codes.  DeSousa  says  that  property  mainte- 
nance often  slides  before  foreclosure  and  then 
totally  deteriorates  after  foreclosure.  If  the 
property  is  in  poor  condition,  there  may  be  no 
bidders  at  the  foreclosure  sale,  and  the  bank 
does  not  want  to  lake  ownership  and  become 
the  "deep  pocket."  In  such  cases,  deSousa 
says,  "The  city  cannot  allow  the  property  to 
stay  in  a  legal  vacuum,  which  is  the  situation 
we  are  often  facing.  The  owner  has  walked 
away,  and  the  mortgage  company  or  bank 
refuses  to  record  a  foreclosure  deed,  presum- 
ably from  a  fear  of  liability.  Use  of  a  receiver 
meets  three  needs;  it  gives  the  court  oversight 
over  troubled  properties;  it  gives  control  of  the 
property  to  a  responsible  parly;  and,  finally, 
the  priming  lien  of  the  receiver  gives  the  lien 
holders  a  financial  incentive  to  step  up  and 
take  charge  of  the  property" 

As  this  article  is  being  written  on  Septem- 
ber 30,  2008,  Congress  is  still  debating  major 
bail-out  legislation  and  the  future  shape  of  our 
housing  finance  and  regulatory  systems  is  still 
unclear.  It  is  hoped  that  policy-makers  in 
Washington  will  hear — and  perhaps  heed — 
the  experience-based  wisdom  for  our  local 
practitioners. 

As  Doug  Brunner  puts  it:  "We've  been 
holding  out  the  whole  idea  of  the  American 
Dream,  which  I  think  is  very  worth- 
while, but  people  may  have  to  do  it  the  old 
fashioned  way  through  saving  and  earning  it, 
not  thinking  they're  going  to  get  money  back 
at  closing."  ♦ 
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Professor  Arthur  Leavens  Wins  Teaching  Award 

by  Patricia  Gagnon 

\ 


For  the  second  consecutive  year  Professor 
Arthur  Leavens  has  been  honored  by 
students  at  Western  New  England  College 
School  of  Law.  He  is  the  recipient  of 
the  2008  Catherine  J.  Jones  Excellence  in 
Teaching  Award  for  his  outstanding  contribu- 
tions as  an  educator  and  advisor. 

Brooke  Soper  3L,  who  has  been  a  student 
in  Professor  Leavens'  Criminal  Law,  Criminal 
Procedure,  and  Criminal  Procedure  Simula- 
tion classes  believes  that  the  honor  is 
well-deserved.  "He  commands  your  attention 
and  respect  without  even  asking  for  it.  He 
has  all  of  those  wonderful  qualities  one  looks 
for  in  a  professor — he's  interesting,  funny, 
never  boring,  and  you  can  just  tell  that  he 
loves  the  law,  he  loves  teaching,  and  he  loves 
his  students." 

Soper  says  Leavens  is  always  "in  touch" 
with  the  classroom  while  he's  teaching. 
"He  just  has  a  'sixth  sense'  about  how  his 
students  are  absorbing  the  material.  If  he 
feels  we're  not  understanding  the  material, 
he'll  try  teaching  it  another  way  or  ask  us 
what  we're  having  trouble  with — amazingly 
without  making  us  feel  awkward  about  it." 


"He  believes  in  all  of  his  students  so 
completely  that  you  cannot  help  but  believe 
in  yourself,"  says  Kendra  Berardi  '08.  "He 
doesn't  let  you  off  the  hook.  If  he  asks  a 
question  and  you  say,  'I  don't  know'  he'll  say, 
'Yes,  you  do.'  He  said  it  to  me  during  my  first 
year.  It  turned  out  that  I  did  know  the  answer, 
but  I  hadn't  been  sure  enough  of  myself  to 
say  it  out  loud.  He's  one  of  the  best  profes- 
sors I  have  ever  had  and  I  consider  myself 
lucky  to  have  had  the  opportunity  to  take 
classes  with  him." 

Soper  recalls  one  of  her  Criminal  Proce- 
dure Simulation  classes  where  the  graded 
course  work  consisted  of  simulated  court 
procedures  and  legal  memorandum.  She 
says.  "After  one  of  my  courtroom  appear- 
ances in  which  I  had  a  direct  and  cross 
examination  of  witnesses,  I  got  a  seven  page, 
single-spaced  memo  back  from  Professor 
Leavens  analyzing  my  entire  performance — 
right  down  to  the  flow  of  my  questions 
and  examples  and  explanations  of  how 
I  could  possibly  make  my  work  better  in  the 
future.  Professor  Leavens  wasn't  just  hand- 
ing me  a  grade,  he  was  handing  me  insight 


on  how  and  why  I  received  that  grade  plus 
ways  to  improve  my  work  in  the  future." 

Professor  Leavens'  areas  of  expertise 
include  criminal  law  and  procedure, 
evidence,  and  trial  advocacy.  He  currently 
serves  on  the  Massachusetts  Supreme 
Judicial  Court's  Standing  Advisory  Commit- 
tee on  the  Rules  of  Criminal  Procedure. 


Faculty  and  Staff 
Appointments: 

School  Welcomes 
New  Faculty  and  a 
Returning  Michael 
Johnson  to  New  Post 

by  Mary  McLean  Orszulak 

With  every  new  academic  year  in  the  life  of  a 
law  school  come  changes  to  its  faculty  and 
staff.  This  year  Western  New  England  College 
School  of  Law  is  honored  to  welcome  two  new 
educators  to  our  learning  community  and  one 
returning  member  to  our  administration. 

Assistant  Professor 
Matthew  Charity  is  a 
graduate  of  Columbia 
University  Law  School. 
Prior  to  teaching.  Pro- 
fessor Charity  spent 
seven  years  at  the  New 
A^^B  York  law  firms  of  Fried, 
LK'^  V  Frank,  Harris,  Shriver 


and  Jacobson  and  Baker  Hosteller  LLP  where 
he  worked  in  commercial  litigation,  antitrust, 
and  business  crimes  and  corporate  investiga- 
tions. His  pro  bono  work  has  focused  on 
refugee  asylum  and  prisoners'  rights  litigation. 
While  at  Columbia  Law  School,  Professor 
Charity  was  a  member  of  the  Human  Rights 
Law  Review,  and  worked  with  Human  Rights 
Watch  in  Ethiopia,  and  at  the  Office  of  the  Sec- 
retariat of  the  United  Nations.  Professor  Char- 
ity has  teaching  experience  in  the  areas  of 
Commercial  Law,  Federal  Criminal  Law,  and 
Professional  Responsibility,  and  research  inter- 
ests in  human  rights  and  humanitarian  law. 
Professor  Charity  will  be  teaching  Contracts  I 
&  II,  and  Sales. 

Visiting  Assistant  Pro- 
fessor Benjamin  Rajotte 

is  a  graduate  of  Loyola 
Law  School  in  Los  Ange- 
les and  received  an  LL.M. 
from  New  York  University 
School  of  Law.  He  has 
practiced  law  at 
O'Melveny  &  Meyers  in  Los  Angeles  and  Cad- 
waladar,  Wickersham  &  Taft  in  New  York 
City.  Most  recently,  he  was  a  teaching  fellow  at 
Vermont  Law  School.  His  research  interests 


are  in  Environmental  Law  and  he  will  be  teach- 
ing Environmental  Law  and  related  courses. 

Anyone  who  had  the 
pleasure  of  enrolling 
at  the  School  of  Law 
while  Michael  Johnson 
served  as  Assistant 
Director  and  later  as 
Assistant  Dean  of 
Admissions  knows  what 
a  treasure  he  was  to  the 
School  of  Law  commu- 
nity. This  fall  Michael  returns  to  the  administra- 
tion as  Assistant  Dean  for  Student  Affairs  and 
Director  of  Academic  Support.  A  graduate  of 
West  Virginia  University  College  of  Law,  he  will 
be  advising  students  on  academic  and  nonaca- 
demic  issues. 

"We  are  very  pleased  to  welcome  Matthew 
and  Benjamin  to  our  Western  New  England 
College  School  of  Law  community  and  I  could 
not  be  happier  to  have  Michael  back  on  our 
staff,"  says  Dean  Art  Gaudio.  "New  faculty 
bring  fresh  perspectives  and  we  look  forward 
to  seeing  how  they  will  enhance  the  classroom 
and  the  entire  academic  environment." 
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Jill  Anderson,  Assistant  Professor  of  Law,  had  an 
article  publisfied  in  the  117  Yale  Law  Journal  992 
(2008)  this  past  April  entitled  "Just  Semantics: 
The  Lost  Readings  of  the  Americans  with  Dis- 
abilities Act. " 

Erin  Buzuvis,  Assistant  Professor  of  Law,  pub- 
lished "Reading  the  Pink  Locker  Room:  On 
Football  Culture  and  Title  IX '  in  the  Januar) 
2008  issue  of  the  William  and  Mary  Journal  of 
VVbmcn  and  Law. 

Tina  Cafaro  "95,  Associate  Clinical  Professor  of 
Law,  was  a  Presenter/Faculty  Member  for  the 
National  Institute  for  Trial  Advocacy  at  the  New 
England  Regional  Program  "Building  Trial  Skills" 
held  in  Boston. 

William  G.  Childs,  Associate  Professor  of 
Law,  has  written  an  article  for  The  Review 
o/  Litigation  entitled  "When  the  Bell  Can't 
Be  Unrung:  Document  Leaks  and  Protective 
Orders  in  Mass  Tort  Litigation."  Professor 
Childs  is  also  an  Editor  of  the  TortsProJ  blog 
http://lawprofessors.typepad.conVtortsprot'. 

Beth  D.  Cohen,  Associate  Professor  of  Law  and 
Director  of  the  Legal  Research  and  Writing  Pro- 
gram, served  as  a  Judge  for  the  annual  Scribes 
Best  Brief  Award  contest.  Scribes,  the  American 
Society  of  Legal  Writers,  was  founded  in  1953  to 
honor  legal  writers  who  "encourage  a  clear,  suc- 
cinct, and  forceful  style  in  legal  writing."  Profes- 
sor Cohen  also  served  as  a  Judge  in  the  National 
Association  of  Women  Lawyers  Selma  Moidel 
Student  Writing  Competition. 

She  served  as  Moderator  of  the  "Difficult 
Claims  Workshop"  presented  by  the  National 
Client  Protection  Organization  which  was  part  of 
the  American  Bar  Association  National  Confer- 
ence on  Professional  Responsibility/National 
Forum  on  Client  Protection  held  in  Boston  in 
May  2008.  Together  with  Jeanne  Kaiser,  Assistant 
Professor  of  Legal  Research  and  Writing,  and 
Myra  Orlen,  Assistant  Professor  of  Legal 
Research  and  Writing,  they  attended  the  Thir- 
teenth Biennial  Conference  of  the  Legal  Writing 
Institute  in  Indianapolis  in  July  2008.  Professor 
Cohen  also  served  as  a  member  of  the  Legal 
Writing  Institute  New  Member  Outreach 


Committee.  In  addition,  her  essay,  "Legal  Learn- 
ing for  Life:  Legal  Immersion  Fluency  Education 
(LIFE),"  was  published  in  volume  43  of  the 
Harvard  Civil  Rig/its-Civil  Liberties  Law  Review, 
Summer  2008.  The  Harvard  Civil  Rigliis-Civi/ 
Liberties  Review  dedicated  part  of  the  journal  to 
Radical  Proposals  to  Reform  Legal  Pedagogy. 

Richard  P.  Cole,  Professor  of  Law,  has  had  his 
article  accepted  for  publication  in  the  winter  edi- 
tion of  the  Columbia  Journal  oj  European  Law. 

Harris  Freeman,  Assistant  Professor  of  Legal 
Research  and  Writing,  is  an  Associate  Editor  of 
Working  USA  -  A  Journal  oJ  Labor  and  Society, 
published  by  Blackwell  Publishers.  In  March 
2008  Professor  Freeman  was  Guest  Editor  for  a 
special  issue  on  Labor  Law:  In  the  Shadow  oj 
Anti-Labor  Law:  Organizing  and  Collective 
Bargaining  60  Years  After  Taft-Hartley.  Professor 
Freeman  was  again  a  Lecturer  at  the  Harvard 
Law  School  Trade  Union  and  Worklife  Program 
in  January  2008.  This  year  Professor  Freeman 
lectured  on  "Emporium  Capwell  and  the  Inter- 
section of  Labor  Law  and  Civil  Rights."  He  is 
also  a  long-term  Visiting  Professor  at  the  Labor 
Relations  and  Research  Center,  University  of 
Massachusetts,  Amherst. 

Eric  Gouvin,  Associate  Dean  for  Academic 
Affairs  and  Professor  of  Law,  has  contributed  a 
chapter  to  Law  and  Magic,  edited  by  Christine 
Corcos  of  Louisiana  Stale  University  School  of 
Law,  and  published  by  Carolina  Academic  Press. 
The  book  will  examine  a  number  of  situations 
where  the  law  and  magic  intersect.  Dean  Gou- 
vin's  chapter,  "On  Death  and  Magic:  Law,  Necro- 
mancy and  the  Great  Beyond,"  focuses  on  those 
situations  were  the  law  has  interacted  with 
seances,  ghosts,  and  other  matters  of  a  necro- 
mantic nature.  Dean  Gouvin  was  reappointed  to 
the  Advisory  Board  of  the  Scibelli  Enterprise 
Center  at  Springfield  Technical  Community  Col- 
lege. This  will  be  his  second  three-year  term, 
which  involves  providing  guidance  for  the  busi- 
ness incubators  at  the  Enterprise  Center  and 
advising  start-up  businesses  as  part  of  a  "devel- 
opment team."  He  was  also  reappointed  to  the 
Executive  Committee  of  the  Section  on  Unincor- 
porated Associations,  Partnerships,  and  LLCs  at 


the  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Association  of  Ameri- 
can Law  Schools  in  New  York  in  January 

Dean  Gouvin's  contribution  to  the  sympo- 
sium issue  of  the  Western  New  England 
Law  Review  publishing  the  proceedings  of  the 
Second  Annual  Conference  on  Entrepreneurship 
and  Community  Economic  Development  was 
published  in  the  spring.  The  citation  is 
"Forward:  Entrepreneurship,  Race,  and  the 
Current  Environment  for  Community  Economic 
Development,  30  Western  New  England  1. 
Rev.  1  (2007)." 

Dean  Gouvin  was  part  of  a  team  of  legal  aca- 
demics from  around  the  country  that  was 
awarded  a  grant  from  the  Kauffman  Foundation 
to  prepare  online  resources  for  law  professors 
interested  in  teaching  entrepreneurship  and 
innovation  in  law  school  curricula.  The  other 
members  involved  in  the  project  are:  Professor 
Praveen  Kosuri  at  the  University  of  Pennsylvania 
School  of  Law,  Professor  Lisa  LeSage  at  Lewis 
and  Clark  Law  School,  Professor  Anthony  Lup- 
pino  at  the  University  of  Missouri,  Kansas  Cit) 
Law  School,  Professor  Thomas  Morsch  from 
Northwestern  University  School  of  Law,  and  Pro- 
fessor Helen  Scott  from  New  York  University 
School  of  Law.  After  assembling  the  materials 
they  will  be  made  available  through  the  website 
of  the  Kauffman  Foundation. 

Dean  Gouvin  taught  a  course  in  Comparative 
Corporate  Law  in  June  2008  as  a  Visiting  Profes- 
sor at  the  University  of  Paris  X  (Nanterre).  The 
course  was  part  of  the  Summer  Abroad  program 
cosponsored  by  the  University  of  Paris  and 
Golden  Gate  University  School  of  Law. 

Dean  Gouvin  was  appointed  Chair  of  the 
Adjunct  Faculty  Committee  of  the  Section  of 
Legal  Education  and  Admission  to  the  Bar  of  the 
American  Bar  Association. 

Dean  Gouvin  assembled  and  moderated  a 
panel  at  the  American  Bar  Association's  Business 
Law  Section  Spring  Meeting  in  Dallas  in  April 
addressing  the  topic  of  using  pro  bono  represen- 
tation as  a  training  tool  for  business  lawyers. 

Leora  Harpaz,  Professor  of  Law,  spoke  on  the 
subject  of  "School  Speech:  Whose  Speech  is  it 
Anyway  and  Why  Does  the  First  Amendment 
Care?"  at  the  Sixth  Commonwealth  Education 
Law  Conference  in  Richmond. 
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Faculty  and  Staff 


HARPAZ 


LEAVENS 


LEVI 


MUNNINGS  NOAH 


SETTY 


SHAY 


VAN  TASSEL 


Arthur  Leavens,  Professor  of  Law,  received  the  2008 
Catherine  J.  Jones  Excellence  in  Teaching  Award  at  West- 
ern New  England  College  School  of  Law.  It's  the  second 
consecutive  year  that  Professor  Leavens  received  the 
prestigious  award,  which  recognizes  professors  for  out- 
standing contributions  as  educators  and  advisors  and 
was  nominated  by  the  students  at  the  School  of  Law. 

Jennifer  L.  Levi,  Professor  of  Law,  has  been  granted 
tenure. 

Aimee  Griffin  Munnings  '03,  Director  of  the  Law  and 
Business  Center  for  Advancing  Entrepreneurship,  was 
appointed  to  Mayor  Domenic  Sarno's  City  of  Springfield, 
Economic  Development  Transition  Team  and  to  the  Boston 
Federal  Reserve  Bank  Community  Development  Advisory 
Board  in  March  2008.  Aimee  was  also  named  a  "Leader  by 
Example"  by  Unity  First  News  in  January  2008. 

Barbara  A.  Noah,  Professor  of  Law,  has  been  granted 
tenure  and  has  published  an  article,  'A  Prescription  for 
Racial  Equality  in  Medicine,"  in  the  Connecticut  Law 
Re\iew  (40)  in  February  2008. 

Sudha  Setty,  Assistant  Professor  of  Law,  presented  'Blog- 
ging  as  a  Feminist  Legal  Method:  Women,  Cyberspace, 
Change  and  I-aw,"  at  the  2008  Joint  Annual  Meeting  of  the 
Law  and  Society  Association  and  the  Canadian  Law  and 
Society  Association,  Montreal,  Quebec,  Canada,  in  May 
2008.  Professor  Setty  also  presented  "Who's  Teaching  the 
Ne.xt  Generation  of  Lawyers?"  at  the  Connecticut  Bar 
Association  Task  Force  on  Women  in  the  Law  Futures 
symposium  and  "Why  Women  Walk:  The  Female  Brain 
Drain  from  the  Profession  and  How  to  Stop  It"  at  Quin- 
nipiac  Law  School  in  May  2008.  She  also  presented 
"Achieving  Student  Buy-In:  Convincing  the  Class  that 
Considering  Issues  of  Social  Change  Will  Make  Them 
More  Successful  Lawyers"  in  a  panel  presentation  at  the 
2008  Society  of  American  L^w  Teachers  Teaching  Confer- 
ence held  at  Boalt  Law  School,  University  of  California  at 
Berkeley  in  March  2008. 

In  addition.  Professor  Setty  presented  "Career  Develop- 
ment, Racial  and  Ethnic  Diversity  in  the  Legal  Profession," 
at  the  University  of  Connecticut  Law  School  on  career 
development  for  law  students  in  February  2008  and  "No 
More  Secret  Laws:  How  Transparency  of  Executive  Branch 
Legal  Policy  Doesn't  Let  the  Terrorists  Win"  at  the 
Mid-Atlantic  People  of  Color  Legal  Scholarship  Confer- 
ence held  at  the  University  of  Maryland  School  of  Law  in 
Januar>'  2008. 


Professor  Setty  also  testified  before  the  Appropria- 
tions Committee  of  the  Connecticut  General  Assembly 
in  support  of  a  bill  to  establish  an  Asian  Pacific  Ameri- 
can Affairs  Commission  in  Connecticut  in  February 
2008.  She  was  also  named  a  "Women  in  the  Law  High 
Achiever"  by  the  Connecticut  Law  Tribune  in  June  2008. 

Giovanna  Shay,  Assistant  Professor  of  Law,  was  a  Guest 
Blogger  on  the  American  Constitution  Society  blog  with  a 
piece,  "Boumediene:  What's  in  it  for  the  Rest  of  Us?," 
about  the  Supreme  Court  decision  in  Boumediene  v.  Bush. 
Also,  Professor  Shay  published  a  guest  commentary  in 
the  Connecticut  Law  Tribune,  "State  Courts  May  Choose 
Different  Paths,"  about  the  Supreme  Court's  decision 
Danjorth  v.  Minnesota. 

This  summer.  Professor  Shay  filed  an  amicus  brief  for 
the  Amador  case  at  the  United  States  Court  of  Appeals 
for  the  Second  Circuit,  involving  custodial  sexual  abuse 
of  incarcerated  women  in  New  York.  The  amicus  brief 
was  on  behalf  of  the  ACLU  National  Prison  Project,  the 
organization  Stop  Prisoner  Rape,  Legal  Momentum  (for- 
merly the  NOW  Legal  Defense  and  Education  fund),  and 
Brenda  v.  Smith  (a  law  professor  and  Commissioner  of 
the  National  Prison  Rape  Elimination  Commission).  This 
brief  was  in  support  of  the  women  prisoners  who  are 
plaintiffs-appellants.  In  early  July,  Professor  Shay  submit- 
ted a  comment  letter  to  the  National  Prison  Rape  Elimi- 
nation Commission  about  its  proposed  standards  for 
eliminating  prison  sexual  violence — the  first  such 
national  standards  for  adult  prisons  and  jails. 

In  addition.  Professor  Shay  assisted  the  SAVE  coali- 
tion (Stop  Abuse  and  Violence  Everywhere)  in  preparmg 
witnesses  to  testify  before  the  House  Judiciary  Commit- 
tee in  support  of  the  Prison  Abuse  Remedies  Act  of 
2007,  which  would  amend  the  Prison  Litigation  Reform 
Act  of  1996. 

Katharine  Van  Tassel,  Professor  of  Law,  presented 
"Debunking  Junk  DNA:  A  Public  Health  Case  for 
Disclosure  of  Biotech  Ingredients  in  Food"  at  the  Annual 
Conference  on  Law  Ethics  &  the  Live  Sciences  at  the 
University  of  Louisville,  Louis  D.  Brandeis  School  of 
Law,  last  October.  Professor  Van  Tassel  also  testified 
on  biotechnology  issues  in  front  of  the  Massachusetts 
Legislators'  Biotechnology  Caucus. 


Faculty  &  Staff 
in  the  Media 


Brldgette  Baldwin 


Erin  Buzuvis 


Anthony  S.  Caprio 
Matthew  Charity 
Bill  Childs 


Jocelyn  Cuffee 


Taylor  Flynn 


7/28/2008 
Lawyers  Weekly 
Book  Review 

8/15/2008 

Point  of  View 
Faculty  Diversity 

8/19/2008 
Berkstiire  Eagle 
Race  and  Juries 

3/12/2008 

Women's  Enews 
Title  IX 

5/25/2008 

New  York  Times 

Girls  In  Sports  Magazine 

3/9/2008 

The  Republican 
Kresge  Challenge 

8/15/2008 

Point  of  View 
Faculty  Diversity 

4/1/2008 

Chronicle  of  Higher  Education 
Pharmaceutical  Lawsuits 

5/13/2008 
Lawyers  USA 
Amusement  Park  Safety 

6/8/2008 

Chronicle  of  Higher  Education 
Technology  In  Academe 

8/15/2008 

Point  of  View 
Faculty  Diversity 

5/16/2008 

WHYN 

Same  Sex  Marriage 

5/29/2008 

KPSI  AM 

Same  Sex  Marriage 

8/28/2008 
Parents  &  Kids 
Grandparents'  Rights 


Continued  on  next  page 
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Continued  from  page  27 


Arthur  Gaudio 


David  Kruger 


Jennifer  Levi 


Bruce  Miller 


Aimee  Griffin  Munnings  '03 


Sudha  Setty 


Glovanna  Shay 


Arthur  Wolf 


5/20/2008 
The  Republican 
Commencement 

8/15/2008 
Point  of  View 
Faculty  Diversity 

7/22/2008 

Tlie  Flepublican 

Blake  Law  Center  Expansion 

7/22/2008 

WAMC 

Blake  Law  Center  Expansion 

8/22/2008 
CT  Law  Tribune 
Transgender  Discrimination 

3/22/2008 

Daily  Hampstiire  Gazette 
Guantanamo  Detainees 

3/25/2008 

WHYN 

Entrepreneurship 

6/6/2008 

The  Republican 

Extreme  Business  Makeover 

5/24/2008 

Boston  Globe 

Presidential  Question  Time 
5/25/2008 

Weiv  York  Times  Magazine 
Girls  in  Sports 

8/15/2008 
Point  of  View 
Faculty  Diversity 

6/17/2008 

ACSLaw 

Boumediene  Decision 

7/1/2008 

CT  Law  Tribune 

Danforth  v.  Minnesota 

3/12/2008 

WHYN 

Judges'  Performance 


Jeanle  Tung 


"In  order  to  be  an  effective  lawmaker, 
one  must  have  a  working  understanding 
of  the  law.  With  that  said,  skills  from 
diverse  backgrounds  are  needed  to  put 
together  an  effective  legislature." 

Connecticut  State  Representative 
William  Tong,  March  25,  2008 


Charles  Rucks  07 


NettaVatti  A 


i 


f 


Alesia  Days  '99 


.Mr 


"I  was  really  outraged.  Then  I  said  'maybe  that's 
not  really  warranted  here'  and  I  went  to  the  law 
professor  view  of  it.  When  I  got  done  with  that 
analysis,  I  concluded  that  I  was  still  outraged  but 
at  least  at  the  end  of  the  day  I  thought  I  had  some 
reasons  I  could  articulate." 

Professor  Lolita  Buckner  Inniss,  April  3,  2008,  remarking  on 
Don  Imus'  comments  about  the  Rutgers  women's  basketball 
team.  Professor  Inniss  lectured  on  the  role  of  carnivalization, 
the  tearing  down  of  social  norms,  the  elimination  of  bound- 
aries, and  the  inversion  of  established  hierarchies. 


Lolita  Buckner  Inniss 
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by  Brendan  Payne 


Growing  Lecture  Calendar 
Welcomes  New  Series 


Color  of  Law  Roundtable 

The  opening  of  the  Color  of  Law  Roundtable 
Series  highlighted  the  spring  slate  of  speakers 
who  visited  the  School  of  Law.  The  brainchild 
of  faculty  members  Bridgette  Baldwin  and 
Sudha  Setty,  the  series  brought  four  speakers 
to  the  S.  Prestley  Blake  Law  Center  to  discuss 
diversity  issues  in  the  profession  of  law. 

Speakers  included  Springfield  Attorney 
Alesia  Days  '99,  Attorney  Netta  Vatti, 
Connecticut  State  Representative  William 
Tong  (D),  and  Executive  Director  of  the 
Springfield  Neighborhood  Housing  Services, 
Inc.  Charles  Rucks  '07. 

Color  of  Law  Roundtable  2008-09  Calendar 

September  30,  2008 

JEANIETUNG 

Director  of  Employment  Services,  Henry  Street 
Settlement  Workforce  Development  Center 
October  30,  2008 
JESSICA  TORRES  '99 

Assistant  Attorney  General,  Connecticut  Office 
of  the  Attorney  General 

November  10,  2008 

CHARLES  GROCE  III  '97 
Criminal  Defense  Attorney 
January  29,  2009 
ELIZABETH  ARANA 

Associate,  Brown  Rudnick  LLP,  Hartford,  CT 
February  24,  2009 
ASKER  SAEED 

Assistant  Counsel,  Operational  Commercial 
Programs,  United  Technologies  Corporation,  Pratt  & 
Whitney  Division,  East  Hartford,  CT 


Clason  Speaker  Series 

The  Clason  Speaker  Series  brought  a  pair 
of  dynamic  speakers  to  campus  during 
the  spring  semester  as  Yale  Law  School 
Professor  Dan  Kahan  and  Cleveland 
Marshall  School  of  Law  Professor  Lolita 
Buckner  Inniss  visited  the  School  of  Law. 
Professor  Setty  and  Assistant  Professor 
of  Law  Giovanna  Shay  serve  as  codirec- 
tors  of  the  2008-2009  Series. 

Clason  Speaker  Series  2008-09  Calendar 

October  3,  2008 

MICHAEL  RATNER 

Center  for  Constitutional  Rights 

October  8,  2008 

DAVID  HALL 

Professor  at  Northeastern  University  School  of  Law 

November  12,  2008 

STEPHANIE  ROBINSON 

President  and  CEO  of  The  Jamestown  Project 


Law  and  Business  Center  Speaker  Series 

Author  Stephanie  Capparell  and  University  of 
Michigan  Law  School  Professor  Michael  Barr 
engaged  the  School  of  Law  community  during 
the  Law  and  Business  Center  Speaker  Series. 
Capparell  lectured  on  her  book,  The  Real  Pepsi 
Challenge:  The  Inspirational  Story  of 
Breaking  the  Color  Barrier  in  American 
Business  while  Professor  Barr  spoke  about  his 
paper  "Savings  &  Financial  Services  for  Low-  and 
Moderate-Income  Households:  Evidence  from  the 
Detroit  Area  Study,"  a  report  he  conducted  for 
the  Survey  Research  Center,  Institute  for  Social 
Research,  at  the  University  of  Michigan. 

Law  and  Business  Center  Speaker  Series 
2008-09  Calendar 

November  6,  2008 

LAURIE  HAUBER 

Assistant  Professor  of  the  Practice  of  Law, 

Vanderbilt  University  Law  School 

November  25,  2008 

ROBERT  FAIRLEE 

Professor  of  Economics, 

University  of  California,  Santa  Cruz 

January  22,  2009 

DARIEN  IBRAHIM 

Associate  Professor  of  Law, 

University  of  Arizona  Rogers  College  of  Law 

April  16,  2009 

DOROTHY  BRIDGES 

President,  American  Bankers  Association 

&  President  &  CEO,  City  First  Bank,  Washington,  DC 


David  Hall 


Dan  Kahan 


For  more  quotes  from  speakers,  see  "Heard  Around  Campus"  on  page  39. 


"Often  times,  people  in  the  public  generally  tend  to  think  of 
low-  and  moderate-income  people  as  not  needing  financial 
services.  'Why  would  you  study  financial  services  for  the 
poor?  They  don't  need  financial  services,  they  get  paid 
in  cash.'  The  basic  lesson  that  I  want  to  emphasize  is 
low-  and  moderate-income  people  need  financial 
services  and  they  use  financial  services  today.  Fig- 
uring out  what  those  services  are,  whether  they 
serve  low-  and  moderate-income  households  well 
or  not,  and  the  way  in  which  our  policy  environ- 
ment regulatory  system  affects  that,  to  me  is  an 
important  policy  question." 

Michael  Barr,  April  8,  2008 


FALL  200 


"Since  my  book  came  out  I  can't  believe  the  num- 
ber of  people  who  called  me  and  said  'I'm  82  or 
I'm  85  and  I  have  never  had  any  other  soft  drinks 
beside  Pepsi  Cola  because  they  hired  these  men." 

Stephanie  Capparell,  January  29,  2008 
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Assistant  Dean  Nancy  Sykes  '89 
Departs  for  New  Venture  in  Amman,  Jordan 

by  Mary  McLean  Orszulak 


When  people  hear  that  a  mem- 
ber of  our  administration  is 
leaving  the  School  of  Law  to 
teach  at  a  private  academy  in  Amman,  Jor- 
dan, they  are  surprised.  When  they  learn 
that  the  person  is  Former  Assistant  Dean 
of  Law  Student  Affairs  Nancy  Sykes  '89, 
surprisingly,  they  are  not. 

Following  her  heart  to  pursue  a 
passion  isn't  simply  typical  behavior 
for  Nancy — it  is  what  defines  her. 

Leavnng  the  School  where  she  has 
touched  so  many  students,  alumni,  and 
colleagues  was  not  an  easy  decision  for 
Nancy,  but  like  so  many  paths  that  her 
life  and  career  have  followed — from  high 
school  teacher  to  public  defender  to  law 
professor  and  administrator — it  was  a 
calling  she  felt  compelled  to  answer. 

"I  am  not  going  to  Jordan  to  start 
another  teaching  career,"  states  Nancy 
emphatically.  "I'm  going  because  I  believe 
in  the  philosophy  of  the  school  and  I 
want  to  see  if  I  can  contribute  in  some 
way.  1  feel  called  to  do  this.  I  was  not 
looking  for  a  new  job — I  love  the  School 
of  Law  and  the  people  1  worked  with — 
but  this  seemed  like  an  adventure  that  I 
just  couldn't  pass  up!" 

Nancy  learned  about  the  King's  Acad- 
emy through  her  associations  with  Deer- 
field  Academy  in  Deerfield,  MA,  where 
her  son,  Christopher,  went  to  school,  and 
her  former  husband,  John  Reese,  teaches. 

King  Abdullah  11  of  Jordan  is  also  an 
alumnus  of  Deerfield  and  credits  it  w\ih 
having  a  profound  influence  on  his  life. 
For  many  years  he  hoped  to  establish  a 


school  in  the  Middle  East  based  on  the 
academy  boarding  school  model.  In  2006, 
he  formed  a  board  and  established  the 
coed  school,  which  welcomes  students  of 
all  religious,  ethnic,  and  economic  back- 
grounds. He  then  hired  Deerfield's  fonner 
headmaster,  Eric  Widmer.  When  she  heard 
about  the  appointment,  Nancy  sent  Eric  a 
note  of  congratulations  and  support. 

"Then,  this  March,  I  got  an  email  out 
of  the  blue  from  King's  Academy  asking 
me  if  I  wanted  to  teach  there,"  recalls 
Nancy.  "1  didn't  make  an  instant  decision 
but  it  energized  me.  I  then  met  with  Eric 
and  his  wife,  Meera,  and  just  knew  I  was 
going.  I  will  be  teaching  U.S.  history  and 
perhaps  some  religion  classes.  I  also  hope 
to  teach  some  law  courses  at  the  Univer- 
sity of  Jordan." 

Nancy's  bittersweet  departure  will 
leave  many  sorely  missing  her  winning 
smile,  signature  scarves,  and  soothing 
presence.  Richard  Kneeland  '01,  Assistant 
General  Counsel  for  Allegro  MicroSys- 
tems  Inc.,  whom  Nancy  coached  to  a 
national  ABA  Negotiation  Moot  Court 
Team  victory  in  2001  recalls,  "What  I 
remember  most  about  Nancy  was  her 
calm,  relaxed  leaching  style  and  her  com- 
passion for  students.  She  has  that  special 
knack  to  connect  and  I  think  it  is  because 
she  reaches  out  rather  than  waiting  to  be 
reached  to.  That's  going  to  be  missed." 

Nancys  classmate  Ann  Courtney  '89, 
Assistant  Vice  President  and  Senior  Coun- 
sel at  UNUM  Group,  Inc.,  observes,  "She's 
been  a  member  of  so  many  parts  of  the 
School — first  as  a  student  then  with 
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After  a  farewell  brunch  in  July  at  which  she  personally 
cooked  omelets  for  her  guests  in  the  new  faculty  lounge, 
Nancy  has  set  off  to  teach  at  Jordan's  King's  Academy. 

Alumni  Relations,  and  most  recently  as 
Dean  of  Students — it  didn't  matter  what 
her  role  was,  she  still  had  the  same  enthu- 
siasm. I  think  that's  her  legacy" 

For  Law  Clerk  Kelly  Koch  '07  of  Mass- 
achusetts Probate  and  Family  Court,  who 
similarly  has  traveled  many  unconven- 
tional career  paths,  Nancy's  newest  ven- 
ture, "inspires  me  to  take  stock  of  any  kind" 
of  special  opportunities  that  may  come 
across  my  desk  and  give  them  a  second 
thought.  If  with  all  that  she's  accomplished 
she  can  look  at  this  opportunity  and  say, 
'this  is  something  that  1  need  to  do  to  truly 
make  a  difference  in  a  global  sense,'  she's 
an  inspiration  to  those  of  us  who  have 
truly  come  to  admire  her." 

As  she  begins  her  journey  Nancy  says, 
"I  often  tell  my  students  that  life  has  a  lot 
of  twists  and  turns  and  you  often  have  to 
go  down  the  road  sometimes  with  a  leap  of 
faith.  So  this  is  a  leap  of  faith  for  me."  ♦ 


Learn  more  about  King's  Academy  at  www.klngsacademy.edu.jo. 
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student  Spotlight 


by  Deb  Whittemore 


-JASMINF 

CAMPBELL 


L 


"If  I  really  sat  around  and  thought  about  how  crazy 
some  of  the  things  I  do  are,  I  probably  wouldn't  do 
them,"  says  Jasmine  Campbell  3L. 


That  may  help  explain  why  Jasmine 
decided  to  move  with  her  two  young 
children  from  Florida  to  Springfield 
sight  unseen  to  attend  the  School  of  Law  two 
years  ago.  Or  why  this  past  summer  she  man- 
aged to  take  on  two  clerkships  in  Hartford 
and  Kansas  City,  respectively,  bringing  nine- 
year-old  Amira,  her  daughter,  and  son  Bashir, 
who  is  eight,  along  for  the  experience, 

"If  you  think  too  much  about  the  'what- 
ifs,'  you'll  always  make  the  safe  choice,"  says 
Campbell.  "I  want  to  be  able  to  experience 
the  very  best  out  of  life." 

From  an  early  age  growing  up  in  Toronto, 
Ontario,  Canada,  Jasmine  remembers  getting 
into  disagreements  with  her  grandfather  and 
being  told  that  she'd  be  a  perfect  lawyer 
when  she  grew  up.  In  high  school  she  tackled 
debating  and  public  speaking,  and  went  on  to 
receive  an  undergraduate  degree  in  political 
science  and  history. 

Several  years  later  ("after  life  took  me  on 
a  few  detours,"  she  says)  Campbell  was  a  sin- 
gle mom  living  in  Florida  when  she  attended  a 
caravan  at  an  area  college  showcasing  law 
schools  from  all  over  the  country.  "At  the  time 
1  knew  I  still  wanted  to  be  a  lawyer,  and  I  also 
knew  that  if  I  didn't  go  back  to  school  then,  I 
probably  never  would,"  she  recalls.  When  she 
met  representatives  from  the  Western  New 
England  College  School  of  Law,  their  kindness 
and  personal  attention  immediately  attracted 
her  to  the  School.  That  personal  touch,  the 
fact  that  the  School  of  Law  had  a  large  con- 


tingent of  Canadian  students,  and  that  it  was 
situated  in  a  relatively  inexpensive  city  in 
which  to  relocate,  all  won  her  over. 

"It's  been  a  better  experience  than  I  even 
anticipated,"  says  Campbell.  "I  thought  I'd 
just  come  here,  take  classes,  and  graduate." 
The  first  day  she  moved  into  her  apartment  in 
downtown  Springfield,  she  met  a  number  of 
School  of  Law  students  who  helped  acclimate 
her  to  the  area.  In  two  years  she's  developed 
close  relationships  with  both  students  and 
faculty  and  had  an  opportunity  to  be  involved 
in  school  activities  like  the  Western  New  Eng- 
land Law  Review  and  the  Black  Law  Students 
Association.  Last  April  Campbell  was  one  of 
just  a  handful  of  students  statewide  to  receive 
the  Black  Judges  Award,  which  awards 
stipends  to  second-year  law  school  students 
based  on  academic  achievement,  leadership 
qualities,  potential  trial  skills,  and  need. 

"You  end  up  sacrificing  personal  time  and 
sleep,"  Campbell  says  of  the  balance  between 
school,  part-time  work,  and  caring  for  her  chil- 
dren. "But  you  make  the  best  of  it — and  I 
can't  stress  enough  how  supportive  the  fac- 
ulty, administration,  and  my  fellow  law  stu- 
dents have  been.  People  have  watched  my 
kids  while  I'm  in  class  or  taking  exams.  I  really 
have  relied  a  lot  on  the  support  network  that 
is  available  here." 

Over  the  summer  Campbell  did  two  clerk- 
ships at  law  firms  in  Hartford  and  Kansas 
City-which  she  chose  in  part  because  of  their 
work/life  balance  and  for  her  ability  to  work 


and  be  there  for  her  children.  Immersing  her- 
self in  corporate  and  transactional  law  as 
opposed  to  criminal  law  has  solidified  for 
Campbell  the  path  she  would  like  to  take 
upon  graduation. 

"Even  though  I  like  the  excitement  of 
going  to  court  and  trying  cases,  it's  a  little  too 
much  excitement  for  me,"  she  says.  "Transac- 
tional lawyers  work  together  to  make  a  deal 
happen.  The  other  side,  and  I  know  I'm  gener- 
alizing here,  is  a  bit  more  adversarial.  I  like  to 
be  able  to  feel  as  if  I'm  working  toward  a 
common  goal... and  this  is  where  my  instincts 
are  taking  me." 

Following  her  gut  feeling  has  never  been  a 
problem  for  Campbell.  "I  think  it's  actually  part 
of  my  personality.  If  I'm  presented  with  an 
opportunity,  and  it  seems  like  a  good  idea,  I'll 
do  it,"  Campbell  says.  Thinking  over  the  last 
few  years,  "You  know,  in  the  beginning  the 
School  of  Law  was  painted  for  me  as  a  regional 
school.  Yet  from  this  small,  relatively  'unknown' 
school,  I've  been  able  to  clerk  with  a  judge  and 
apply  with  a  firm  in  Kansas  City.  I've  been  able 
to  reach  beyond  any  limitations  and  have  really 
been  able  to  position  myself  well. 

"I'm  planning  on  applying  for  clerkships 
post-graduation  and  hope  to  eventually  get 
offers  from  both  the  Hartford  and  Kansas  City 
firms,"  she  adds.  "It's  an  enviable  position  to 
be  in.  I  hope  to  clerk  after  graduation  then 
work  for  Stinson  Morrison  Hecker  LLP."  She 
adds,  "I  am  excited  about  applying  my  new 
skills  to  solving  problems  in  the  real  world."  ♦ 
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New  Concentrations    By  Brendan  Payne 


School  of  Law 

Introduces  Six  Concentrations 


Western  New  England  College  School  of 
Law  has  always  been  committed  to  prac- 
tical training,  through  skills  courses,  simu- 
lations, and  clinics.  This  fall,  the  School 
of  Law  strengthened  its  commitment  to 
practical  lawyering  by  offering  the  first 
grouping  of  curriculum  concentrations  to 
second-  and  third-year  students. 

"In  light  of  recent  reports  regarding 
the  current  state  and  future  of  legal  edu- 
cation, the  faculty  discussed  providing 
more  opportunities  for  skills  training 
for  students,"  said  Professor  of  Law  and 
Chair  of  the  Curriculum  Committee  Beth 
Cohen. "There  was  a  general  consensus 
that  incorporating  concentrations  into  the 
curriculum  would  provide  more  structure 
and  cohesiveness  to  the  upper-level  cur- 
riculum and  increase  the  opportunities  for 
acquiring  practical  skills  for  our  students." 

The  major  commentary  research  on  this 
subject  supporting  this  direction  is  the 
McCrate  Report,  an  ABA-Commissioned 
study  that  examined  the  effectiveness  of 
legal  education.  One  of  the  Report's  key 
recommendations  was  an  increase  in 
practical  training  of  lawyering  skills. 

The  decision  to  implement  the  new  Con- 
centrations program  germinated  at 
the  2007  Faculty  Retreat.  The  Curriculum 
Committee,  which  also  included  Professors 
Robert  Lusardi,  Barbara  Noah,  and  Sudha 
Setty,  and  student  representatives  Justin 
Gorman  '08  and  Vanessa  Keegan-Natola 
3L,  acted  quickly  to  implement  this  exciting 
endeavor 

"The  School  of  Law  is  committed  to  pro- 
viding students  with  a  quality  legal  educa- 
tion," explained  Professor  Cohen. 
"Western  New  England  College  prides 
itself  on  training  lawyers  from  day  one. 
During  Orientation  we  welcome  students  to 
the  legal  profession  and  throughout  law 
school  students  are  encouraged  to  take 
advantage  of  the  many  opportunities  to 
acquire  practical  skills  both  in  the  class- 
room and  in  the  community.  For  example. 


all  first-year  students  take  the  required 
Legal  Research  and  Writing  course,  a  sim- 
ulation course  that  provides  the  foundation 
of  essential  lawyering  tools.  Students  are 
encouraged  to  gain  practical  experience 
by  doing  pro  bono  legal  work,  and  taking 
advantage  of  the  many  opportunities  pro- 
vided by  the  clinics  and  externships." 

Under  the  new  program,  students  can 
choose  from  concentrations  in  Business 
Law,  Criminal  Law,  Estate  Planning,  Inter- 
national and  Comparative  Law,  Public 
Interest  Law,  and  Real  Estate.  The  struc- 
ture of  each  concentration  is  different, 
with  course  requirements  and  fieldwork 
varying  from  program  to  program. 

"These  initial  concentrations  were 
selected  to  offer  students  a  range  of 
opportunities  in  areas  where  there  was 
sufficient  student  interest  as  well  as  the 
opportunity  to  complete  the  writing  and 
practical  component  required  as  part  of 
each  concentration,"  said  Professor 
Cohen.  "Each  concentration  requires  a 
minimum  of  18  academic  credits;  a  combi- 
nation of  required  courses  and  courses 
selected  from  a  list  of  electives;  a  substan- 
tial writing  requirement;  and  a  practical 


experience  such  as  a  clinic,  simulation 
course,  or  externship. 

"Ideally,  every  law  student  will  gain 
some  practical  experience  each  semester 
during  law  school.  In  addition  to  gaining 
experience  in  a  variety  of  practice  areas 
during  law  school,  concentrations  will 
add  to  the  offerings  already  available 
to  students.  Whether  or  not  a  student 
decides  to  pursue  a  particular  concentra- 
tion, the  availability  of  concentrations  will 
be  beneficial  to  all  students  by  adding 
more  direction,  structure,  and  cohesive- 
ness to  the  upper-level  curriculum." 

CONCENTRATIONS  

•  Business  Law 

•  Criminal  Law 

•  Estate  Planning 

•  International  and  Comparative  Law 

•  Public  Interest  Law 

•  Real  Estate 
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Stay  Connected: 

Become  a 
Class  Agent 


Class  Agents  are  needed  for  the  Classes  of  1971, 1972, 1974, 1978, 1980, 1982, 1989,  and  1995. 

The  School  of  Law  is  committed  to  maintaining  "quality  connections"  between  our  alumni  and  the  School  of 
Law.  Our  Class  Agent  program  is  an  essential  part  of  the  commitment  and  is  designed  to  engage  classmates 
to  not  only  support  the  initiatives  here  at  the  School  of  Law  but  to  also  serve  as  a  resource  for  our  alumni. 
Class  agents  serve  as  a  vital  part  of  the  connection  process  acting  as  liaisons  between  their  classmates  and 
the  School  with  the  mission  to: 

•  IVIaintain  a  relationship  between  our  alumni  and  the  School  of  Law 

•  Keep  classmates  up-to-date  on  events  and  news;  request  updated 
contact  information  from  alumni 

•  Encourage  participation  in  alumni  activities— a  personal  invitation  from  a  fellow 
classmate  is  a  wonderful  way  to  encourage  attendance  at  our  alumni  events 

•  Gather  news  from  alumni  for  "Class  Notes"  in  Perspectives  magazine 

•  Serve  as  a  member  of  the  Reunion  Committee  in  your  reunion  year 

•  Serve  as  a  point  of  contact  for  perspective  incoming  law  students  and  enhance 
student  recruitment. 

StflV  ill  the  Look    ^^^^^^  be  sure  your  Class  Agent  and  the  Office  of  Alumni 

Relations  have  your  current  mailing  and  email  addresses. 


1970 


Class  Agent  Hon.  Peter  Sokaris  email: 

usapgs@cs.com 


Class  Agent  Walter  Powell  email: 
wvp29@aol.com 

35th  CLASS  REUNION 
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1974 


Hon.  Robert  L.  Howarth  has  retired  as 
Justice  of  the  Palmer  District  Court.  In  his 
judicial  career,  he  also  presided  in  courts 
in  Springfield,  Worcester,  Dudley,  and  the 
Berkshire  courts  of  Massachusetts. 


1975 


Class  Agent  Richard  Fortier  email: 
rfortler02@snet.net 


197B 


Class  Agent  Gary  Thomas  email: 
gary@wealthtechnology.  com 

Charles  A.  Carlson  III  has  been  reap- 
pointed to  a  two-year  term  as  Municipal 
Judge  for  the  Town  of  Rancho  Viejo,  TX. 
He  is  currently  in  the  10th  year  serving  in 
this  position  for  the  town. 

Warren  L.  Cohen  has 

been  appointed  to  the 
Hudson  Valley  Bank's 
Business  Development 
Board.  Attorney  Cohen 
has  his  own  law  practice 
located  in  Tuckahoe,  NY, 
where  he  focuses  on  real  estate,  commer- 
cial, and  estate  matters. 

Alexander  M.  Gerasimow  is  a  Share- 
holder in  the  Business  Practice  Group 
and  chairs  the  IP  Section  of  the  law  firm 
of  von  Brieson  &  Roper,  S.C.  located  in 
Milwaukee. 

Stanley  D.  Komack  has  been  chosen  the 
2008  Affiliate  Member  of  the  Year  by  the 
Realtor  Association  of  the  Pioneer  Valley 
He  is  General  Counsel  for  the  Rental  Hous- 
ing Association  of  Western  Massachusetts, 
teaches  continuing  education  classes  for 
the  association,  and  operates  the  Record 
Title  &  Law  Offices  in  West  Springfield,  MA. 

Stuart  F.  Solomon,  an  attorney  in 
Northampton,  MA,  is  also  an  antiques 
gallery  owner  who  can  be  found  on  the 
pages  of  the  winter  issue  of  American 
Bunga/ow  magazine.  This  13-page  spread 
includes  photographs  of  his  collection  of 


handcrafted  wood  furniture  of  famed  Gus- 
tav  Stickley  and  his  brothers.  Leopold  and 
John  George.  His  gallery  focuses  on  Stick- 
ley  furniture  and  other  of  the  family's  arts 
and  crafts  contemporaries,  including 
Charles  Limbert. 


1977 


Class  Agent  Marty  Martin  email: 
marty_  martin@bellsouth.  net 

Jan  H.  Brown  has  been 
elected  Chair  of  the 
American  Immigration 
Lawyers  Association- 
NY  Chapter.  He  is  also 
Cochair  of  the  NYS  Bar 
Association  International 
Law  and  Practice  Sec- 
tion— Immigration  and  I\lationality  Com- 
mittee and  lectures  and  writes  extensively 
on  the  subject  of  U.S.  immigration  laws. 
He  is  the  Principal  at  Jan  H.  Brown,  PC. 
located  in  New  York  City. 

Hyman  G.  Darling  is 

among  the  contributors 
to  The  CPA's  Guide 
to  Long-Term  Care  Plan- 
ning, recently  published 
by  The  American  Institute 
of  Certified  Public 
Accountants  and  Elder  Law  Answers. 

Marty  Martin  presented  a  national 
NBI  Continuing  Legal  Education  (CLE) 
teleconference  seminar  titled  "Starting  the 
Nonprofit."  Marty  represents  nonprofit  and 
tax  exempt  organizations  in  his  prac- 
tice. He  frequently  speaks  and  trains  on  a 


range  of  topics  relating  to  nonprofit  organi- 
zations and  their  boards  of  directors.  He 
also  teaches  six  courses  on  nonprofit  orga- 
nizations through  the  Duke  University  Non- 
profit Management  Certificate  program. 

Gary  M.  Schildhorn  has  been  ranked 
number  two  in  Pennsylvania  in  Bank- 
ruptcy/Restructuring by  Chambers  & 
Partners  2008  USA  Ranking  guide. 


30th  CLASS  REUNION 

October  18,  2008 


Michael  Ligorano  has 

been  recognized  with  a 
Professional  Service 
Award  for  his  individual 
contribution  to  the  Rari- 
tan  Valley  Chapter  of 
Habitat  for  Humanity. 


1979 


Class  Agents:  Lew  Kurland  email: 
lkurland@khov.com 
Andrew  Aloe  email: 
andrewaloe@shencoke.com 
Anne  Geoff rion  email: 
amgeoffrion@prodigy.  net 
Deborah  Grover  email: 
attorneygrover@comcast.net 
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Paul  Peter  Nicolai 

participated  as  a  panelist 
during  the  American 
Bar  Association's  24th 
National  Forum  on  Client 
Protection  which  dis- 
cussed what  consumers 
want  from  fee  arbitration  programs  and 
how  to  meet  those  demands. 

Ed  Pontacoloni  has  published  his  book 
entitled  The  Adventures  of  Firstyr  the 
Younger,  Knight  Erratat  of  Cort:  Bedtime 
Stories  for  First  Year  Lawyers. 


1980 


David  Felper.  a  Senior  Partner  at  Bowdltch 
&  Dewey,  has  been  appointed  Chair  of  the 
Labor  and  Employment  Practice  Group  of 
the  firm  with  offices  in  Worcester  Boston, 
Framingham,  and  New  Hampshire. 


1981 


Class  Agent  Bill  Stevens  email: 

wmstevens&snet.  net 

Barbara  Brazzel-Massaro  has  been  nomi- 
nated by  Governor  M,  Jodi  Rail  for  a  seat 
on  the  Connecticut  Superior  Court.  Bar- 
bara is  an  Associate  City  Attorney  for 
Bridgeport  and  has  worked  for  the  city 
since  1983. 

Jeffrey  A.  Lind  has  been  appointed  as 
Chief  Executive  Officer  for  Sabinsa  Corpo- 
ration located  in  Piscataway,  NJ. 


Kathryn  Calibey  has 

been  elected  President  of 
the  Hartford  County  Bar 
Association.  She  is  a 
partner  at  the  Hartford 
firm  of  RisCassi  and 
Davis.  Attorney  Calibey 
has  served  the  Hartford  County  Bar  as  its 
Secretary  and  Treasurer  and  President  of 
the  Hartford  County  Bar  Foundation. 


Class  Agents  Ellen  Teller  email: 
eteller@frac.org 
Maureen  Burns  email: 
meb@pellegrinolawfirm.com 

25th  CLASS  REUNION 

October  18,  2008 


Maureen  E.  Burns  has  been  elected  Secre- 
tary of  the  Connecticut  Bar  Association  for 
the  2008-2009  term. 

Brian  K.  Haynes  has 

been  appointed  as  Chair 
of  the  Life  Insurance  and 
Employee  Benefits  Com- 
mittee and  to  the  Execu- 
tive Committee  of  the 
Trust  and  Estates  Sec- 
tion of  the  New  York  State  Bar  Association. 
Mr.  Haynes  has  also  been  listed  in  The 
Best  Lawyers  in  America  for  both 
employee  benefits  and  tax  law  (2008)  and 
is  Cochair  of  the  Bond,  Schoeneck  &  King, 
PLLC  Tax  Practice  Group, 


1984 


Class  Agent  Ina  Forman  email: 
aliforman@aol.com 

Michele  J.  Feinstein  was  selected  as  a 
Massachusetts  Super  Lawyer  for  2007. 
She  also  served  as  a  panelist  at  the  Elder 
Law  Institute  XIV  conference  at  the  Suffolk 
University  Law  School  speaking  on  "The 
Trials  and  Tribulations  of  Trusteeship: 
Serving  as  Trustee  or  Advising  Clients 
Who  Serve."  Michele  is  an  attorney  with 
the  firm  of  Shatz,  Schwartz  and  Fentin, 
PC.  located  in  Springfield. 

Joseph  C.  Scala  has  opened  an  office 
dedicated  to  business  and  government 
consulting.  He  was  also  appointed 
City  Attorney  for  the  City  of  Saratoga 
Springs,  NY. 

Robert  E.  Young  has  been  appointed 
a  Superior  Court  judge  by  Connecticut 
Governor  M.  Jodi  Rell.  His  nomination 
was  moved  by  fellow  alumni  John  Kissel 
'84,  the  ranking  Senator  on  the  judiciary 
committee. 


1985 


Class  Agent  Pete  Steingraber 

email:  cisco3ack@aol.com 

David  W.  Schoolcraft  has  been  named  as 
the  Workers'  Compensation  Commissioner 
for  the  State  of  Connecticut. 


1986 


Class  Agent  Judith  Jones  email: 
jonesjh@aetna.com 


1987 


Class  Agent  Robert  Murphy  email: 
rmurphy@bacon-wilson.com 


Class  Agents  Ann  Marie  Lancour  email: 
lancourA@staff.abanet.  org 
Michael  Borg  email: 
mborg@SRBLLP.com 

20th  CLASS  REUNION 

October  18,  2008 


1999 


Class  Agent  Kathleen  Porter  email: 
kporter@rc.com 


1991 


Class  Agent  Martha  Allard  email: 
marthaallard@bellsouth.  net 

Mary  M.  Howie  has  been  selected  to  serve 
as  a  Member  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  to 
the  Caritas  Holy  Family  Hospital.  Attorney 
Howie  founded  Howie  Law  Office,  PLLC, 
located  in  Salem,  NH. 

Maureen  Walsh  has  been  nominated  by 
Governor  Deval  Patrick  as  Chairwoman 
of  the  Massachusetts  Parole  Board  to  be 
a  Judge  in  the  Eastern  Hampshire  District 
Court.  Maureen  recently  served  as  Presi- 
dent of  the  Hampshire  County  Bar  Associ- 
ation as  well  as  Cochairwoman  of  the 
Governor's  Commission  on  Criminal 
Justice  Reform. 


1992 


Class  Agent  Chris  Browne  email: 

cameronbrowne@msn.com 

Paul  Fetherston  has  been  named  Deputy 
City  Manager  for  Administrative  Services 
for  the  city  of  Boulder,  CO.  Previously  Paul 
served  as  Chief  Administrative  Officer  for 
the  town  of  Canton,  CT. 

Vincent  Liberti  Jr.  has  received  his  LL.M.  in 
Estate  Planning  and  Elder  Law  from  West- 
ern New  England  College  School  of  Law. 

Thomas  J.  Wickstrom,  a  partner  In  the  law 
firm  of  Tashjian,  Simsarlan  &  Wickstrom, 
located  in  Worcester,  MA,  has  been  elected 


to  the  Board  of  Directors  for  CNB  Financial 
Corp.,  the  parent  company  for  Common- 
wealth National  Bank. 


Class  Agents  Holly  Lemieux  email: 
hlemieux@lynchlynch.  com 
Katie  Stone  Harrington  email: 
bharrington5207@comcast.  net 

15th  CLASS  REUNION 

October  18,  2008 

Tracy  A.  Brune  has  been  promoted  to 
Partner  at  Wolff,  Goodrich  &  Goldman, 
LLP  located  in  Syracuse,  NY  where  he 
will  focus  on  workers'  compensation, 
disability,  and  discrimination  law. 

Nina  M.  Daratsos  has  been  appointed  as 
Director  of  the  Bureau  of  Managed  Care 
Certification  and  Surveillance  for  the  New 
York  State  Department  of  Health. 

Daniel  Glanville  has  been  appointed  Vice 
President  of  Government  Affairs  for  the 
Connecticut-West  Region  of  Comcast.  He 
will  take  the  lead  in  franchise  negotiations, 
license  compliance,  interaction  with 
elected  and  appointed  officials,  and  other 
government  and  public  affairs  initiatives. 

David  L.  Weigman 

has  joined  the  firm  of 
Messerii  &  Kramer, 
located  in  Minneapolis 
as  part  of  their  real 
estate  group  where  he 
will  focus  on  issues 
relating  to  business  law  and  commercial 
real  estate  matters. 


1994 


Class  Agent  Lisa  Bongiovi  email: 
lisa.  bongio  vi@otis.  com 

Seth  Litman  was  recently  named  a 
Partner  at  Thompson  Hine,  LLP  In  the 
firm's  Atlanta  office  as  part  of  its  Products 
Liability  Litigation  group.  His  practice 
will  continue  to  focus  on  products  liability 
and  general  liability  defense,  commercial 
litigation,  and  insurance  defense.  His 
extensive  experience  includes  defending 
product  manufacturers,  including  drug 
and  medical  device  manufacturers; 
corporations;  and  insurers  in  state  and 
federal  courts. 

Mark  Swan  recently  accepted  a  position  at 
Time  Warner  Cable  in  Charlotte  where  he 
is  Transactional  Tax  Counsel.  Mark  and  his 
wife  Patty  Swan  '94  are  enjoying  all  that 
North  Carolina  has  to  offer  with  their  six- 
year-old  son.  Mack,  and  three-year-old 
daughter,  Payton. 
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Randall  Winn  has  developed  a  program  with  the 
Washington  State  Bar  Association's  section  on 
Legal  Assistance  to  Military  Personnel  (LAMP) 
and  on  World  Peace  Through  Law.  This  Continu- 
ing Legal  Education  program  is  entitled  "Lawyers 
for  Warriors"  and  concerns  legal  issues  of  military 
service  members  and  veterans.  It  is  free  and  open 
to  anyone  who  wishes  to  practice  in  this  area. 


1995 


Lisa  M.  Beauvais  has  received  her  LL.M.  in 
Estate  Planning  and  Elder  Law  from  Western  New 
England  College  School  of  Law. 

Kevin  J.  Greene,  a  partner 
in  the  firm  of  Halloran  &  Sage, 
has  been  named  Chair  of  the 
Labor  and  Employment 
Practice  Group. 


Class  Agents  Marie  Angelides  email: 
angelides@angelidesandsouth.com 
Frances  South  email: 
south@angelidesandsouth.  com 

Michael  J.  Gallagher  has  joined  the  Liability 
Division  in  the  firm  of  Conroy,  Simberg,  Ganon, 
Krevans,  Abel,  Lurvey,  Morrow  &  Schefer,  PA. 
located  in  Orlando  where  he  will  focus  on  medical 
malpractice,  personal  injury,  and  business  litigation. 

Carol  Cioe  Klyman  has  been  selected  as  a 
Massachusetts  Super  Lawyer  for  2007.  Carol  is 
an  Attorney  and  Shareholder  with  the  firm  of 
Shatz,  Schwartz  and  Fentin,  PC.  located  in 
Springfield.  She  has  also  been  a  contributor  to 
The  CPA's  Guide  to  Long-Term  Care  Planning, 
published  by  The  American  Institute  of  Certified 
Public  Accountants  and  ElderLawAnswers. 


Laurie  Lightfoot  announces 
the  addition  of  Liberty  (Libby) 
Lightfoot  to  their  family. 
Libby  joins  mom,  dad,  and 
big  sister,  Maddie, 


1997 


Class  Agent  Michael  Blanchard  email: 
michael.  blanchard@bingham.  com 


Christopher  Gagic  joins  the 
Boca  Raton,  FL,  office  of  Broad 
and  Cassell  as  Of  Counsel  in 
the  Estate  Planning  and  Trust 
Practice  Group. 


Veronica  M.  Kosich  has  received  her  LL.M.  in 
Estate  Planning  and  Elder  Law  from  Western 
New  England  College  School  of  Law. 


Class  Agent  Darlene  Massery  email: 
darlenemassery@hotmail.  com 

10th  CLASS  REUNION 

October  18,  2008 

Patricia  Ann  McChesney  has  received  her  LL.M. 
in  Estate  Planning  and  Elder  Law  from  Western 
New  England  College  School  of  Law. 

Dawn  M.  Pearson  has  received  her  LL.M.  in 
Estate  Planning  and  Elder  Law  from  Western 
New  England  College  School  of  Law. 

Kenrick  Andrew  Small  wed  Cynthia  Clunie 
Cesaire  at  the  Epworlh  United  Methodist 
Chapel  in  Baltimore. 


1999 


Class  Agent  Rebecca  Proakis  email: 
rproakis@nage.org 

GIneen  Bresso  Beach  has  been  nominated  by 
President  George  W.  Bush  to  be  a  Commissioner 
of  the  Election  Assistance  Commission.  Ms.  Beach 
currently  serves  as  Director  of  Legislative  Opera- 
tions &  Counsel  for  the  Committee  on  House 
Administration  in  the  United  States  House  of 
Representatives.  Prior  to  this,  she  served  as  a 
Policy  Advisor  in  the  Office  of  Maryland  Governor 
Robert  L.  Ehrlich  Jr.  Earlier  in  her  career,  she 
served  as  an  Attorney-Advisor  in  the  United  States 
Patent  and  Trademark  Office. 

Heather  Harriman  VogI  has  been  named  a 
Shareholder  in  the  firm  of  Greene  &  Markley,  PC. 
located  in  Portland,  OR. 
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Where  are 
they  now? 


Ed  Pontacoloni  79 

Windsor,  CT 
Principal 
Updike,  Kelly  & 
Spellacy,  P.C. 


Ed  Pontacoloni  is  a  Principal  in  the  firm  of  Updike,  Kelly  & 
Spellacy,  P.C.  in  Hartford,  CT,  focusing  his  practice  on  com- 
mercial transactions  and  litigation.  He  recently  completed 
his  first  book  entitled  The  Adventures  ofFirstyrthe  Younger 
(Xlibris,  ISBN  978-1-4257-6532),  a  short,  illustrated  story 
that  incorporates  legal  theory  and  legalese  into  a  fairy  tale. 

What  made  you  want  to  write  your  book? 

"Over  the  years,  I  have  had  experiences  in  the  practice  of  law 
that  I  made  note  of  and  they  happened  to  find  expression  in 
these  stories.  I  found  this  book  to  be  a  way  to  communicate  the 
various  notions  that  I  developed  through  my  experiences  as  an 
attorney.  It's  really  just  a  matter  of  how  to  share  those  thoughts 
and  experiences  with  others  instead  of  writing  some  dusty  old 
law  book." 

What  parts  of  your  practice  and  education  did  you  draw 
from  for  inspiration  for  this  book? 

"The  book  is  a  kind  of  'Harry  Potter'  for  law  students.  It's  a  book 
that  is  targeted  to  young  lawyers,  or  those  who  want  to  be,  and 
it  has  been  written  as  a  fairy  tale  or  bedtime  story.  Instead  of 
writing  about  a  lawyer  in  court  arguing  a  case,  I've  written  about 
a  knight  fighting  the  monsters  of  legalese  and  wrestling  with  the 
sorcerous  vagaries  of  our  judicial  system.  So,  I  guess  that  you 
could  say  I  drew  from  my  struggles  with  language  of  the  law  and 
my  battles  with  the  foibles  of  American  jurisprudence.  As  noted 
on  the  cover  of  the  book,  I  once  represented  an  innocent  man. 
You  learn  a  lot  from  a  case  like  that." 

What  is  the  focus  of  your  practice? 

"I'm  a  commercial  finance  attorney,  primarily  dealing  with  finan- 
cial transactions  and  creditors'  rights.  As  a  result,  I  have  the  kind 
of  experience  that  leads  one  to  understand  both  what  goes  into 
creating  agreements,  drafting  contracts,  etc.,  i.e.  the  monsters  of 
legalese,  and  what  goes  into  enforcing  agreements,  i.e.  the  foibles 
and  vagaries  of  our  judicial  system.  It's  a  unique  perspective  that 
a  lot  of  attorneys  don't  get  today  because  of  specialization." 

If  you  could  teach  a  class  what  would  it  be  and  why? 

"I  would  teach  a  course  in  the  philosophy  of  law.  The  purpose  of 
law  school  is  to  teach  the  students  to  think  like  a  lawyer.  In  order 
to  think  like  a  lawyer  you  have  to  understand  the  basic  theories  or 
philosophical  principles  of  the  law.  I  think  that  the  best  lawyers 
and  judges  are  those  that  understand  the  'why'  of  the  law,  as  well 
as  the  'how'  of  the  law.  Today  I  think  that  there  is  much  more 
focus  on  the  practical  aspects  of  the  law  and  not  necessarily  the 
philosophical  or  theoretical  aspects  of  the  law.  I  think  the  book 
touches  on  that  somewhat,  similar  to  the  way  that  all  fairy  tales 
touch  upon  reality." 

Check  it  out!  The  Adventures  of  Firstyr  the  Younger  is  available 
in  the  Law  Library. 
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Where  are 
they  now? 


Jennifer  Blum  '02 

Oakland,  NJ 
Associate  Partner 
Law  Offices  of 
Malcolm  Blum 


A  member  of  the  Class  of  2002,  Jennifer  Blum  currently 
shares  a  general  practice  with  her  father  in  New  York 
and  New  Jersey.  When  not  practicing  law,  she  is  a  wide 
receiver  on  the  New  York  Sharks  of  the  Independent 
Women's  Football  League  and  recently  competed  on 
the  NBC  television  show  "American  Gladiators." 

What  made  you  decide  to  try  out  for  "American 
Gladiators?" 

"I  wanted  to  go  on  Deal  or  No  Deal.'  which  actually  would  have 
been  less  painful,  but  it  wasn't  having  a  casting  call.  I  went  on  the 
NBC  website  and  I  saw  they  were  bringing  'American  Gladiators' 
back  and  I  thought  I  totally  fit  that  bill.  I  thought  maybe  if  I  could 
win  the  SI  00,000  I  could  pay  off  my  law  school  loans.  That  was 
definitely  a  motivating  factor" 

How  did  you  do  on  the  show? 

"Unfortunately,  because  of  the  numbers  they  had,  the  brackets 
didn't  fit  correctly.  Out  of  the  six  episodes,  there  would  be  two 
winners  who  wouldn't  go  on,  although  I  did  beat  my  contestant, 
I  never  got  a  chance  to  advance." 

How  long  have  you  been  playing  football? 

"I've  been  playing  football  for  10  years.  I  started  my  first  semes- 
ter in  law  school.  I  played  for  a  couple  teams  in  the  New  England 
area  while  I  was  up  there  and  for  the  New  York  Sharks  since  I 
graduated.  It  has  been  a  dream  of  mine  since  I  was  little  to  play 
tackle  football.  I  literally  used  to  sleep  with  my  football.  There  are 
approximately  80  women's  tackle  teams  across  the  country  so 
we've  played  teams  all  the  way  from  Florida  to  Atlanta  to  Califor- 
nia to  Canada.  I  have  been  to  the  Super  Bowl  three  times,  twice 
with  the  Sharks,  but  I  have  never  won.  So  that  keeps  me  moti- 
vated to  keep  playing." 

Beside  the  Law  Center,  what  was  your  favorite  hang  out 
on  campus? 

"The  AHLC  was  the  place  on  campus  I  used  most  other  than  the 
library.  I  ran  in  the  gym  all  the  time  to  try  to  keep  in  shape 
for  football." 


2000 


Class  Agents  Jim  Winston  email: 
jameswinstonlaw.  com 
Arose  Nielsen  email: 

arosenielsen@verizon.  net 

Paige  Sullivan  Loper  and  Donald  Loper  '99 

have  moved  back  to  North  Carolina  and  wel- 
comed the  newest  addition  to  their  family, 
Denton  True  Young  Loper  born  November 
27,  2007.  Denton  joins  his  big  sister  Ashlyn 
Reese,  age  four 


2001 


Class  Agents  Jenny  Descti  email: 
Jenny.desch@yorkcountygov.com 
Jennifer  Zainasky  email: 

ikzesQ@comcast.net 

Daniel  J.  Connelly  married  Katharine  Casey 

Fitzgerald  in  a  ceremony  on  October  6,  2007, 
at  Sacred  Heart  Church  in  Springfield. 

Michael  R.  Kennedy  has  become  General 
Counsel  for  Investors  Trust  Administration 
based  in  Miami. 

Matthieu  J.  Massengill  has  received  his  LL.M. 
in  Estate  Planning  and  Elder  Law  from  Western 
New  England  College  School  of  Law. 

Royce  Boyd  Saalfield  married  Erin  Elizabeth 
Stuckey  on  March  1,  2008,  at  Basilica  Cathe- 
dral in  St.  Augustine,  FL.  Royce  is  self- 
employed  as  an  Attorney  in  Jacksonville. 


2002 


Class  Agents  Lori  Leavitt  email: 
legallylori@aol.com 

Gregory  Lenetis  email:  glenetis  ©gmail.com 

Kyle  R.  Guelcher  has  been  appointed  to  the 
Massachusetts  delegation  to  the  American  Bar 
Association.  Kyle  has  a  solo  practice  located 
in  Springfield. 

Melissa  L.  Page!  Ryczek  has  joined  the 
law  firm  of  Brodeur-McGan,  RC.  located 
in  Springfield. 


I 


Class  Agent  Karen  Romano  email: 

karen161@msn.com 

FIFTH  CLASS  REUNION 

October  18,  2008 


Brian  J.  Ladouceur  Jr.  has 

joined  the  firm  of  dayman, 
Tapper  &  Baram,  LLC  as  an 
Associate.  Brian  concentrates 
his  practice  in  the  area  of 
corporate  litigation,  corpo- 
rate counseling,  business 
and  commercial  transactions, 
and  employment  law. 


2004 


Class  Agent  Linda  Fakhoury  email: 
fakhourylaw@aol.  com 

Craig  A.  Hoffman  married  Jennifer  A.  Boyle 
on  August  9,  2008,  in  Chicago.  Craig  is 
currently  working  as  an  Associate  Trial 
Attorney  at  Sal  Indomenico  &  Associates, 
RC,  located  In  Chicago,  where  he  focuses 
on  plaintiffs'  personal  injury  cases,  medical 
malpractice,  products  liability,  workers' 
compensation,  and  asbestos  and  mesothe- 
lioma cases. 

Jennifer  A.  Rymarski  has  joined  the  law 
firm  of  Morrison  Mahoney  LLR  located 
in  Springfield. 


2005 


Class  Agent  Kelley  Cooper  Miller  email: 

kellycooper@yahoo.  com 

Kelley  Cooper  Miller  has  joined  the  law  firm 
of  Sutherland,  Asbill  &  Brennan  in  their 
Washington,  DC  office. 

Debra  Curry  was  admitted  to  the  Connecticut 
Bar  on  May  16,  2008. 

Kevin  M.  Hughes  has  received  his  LL.M.  in 
Estate  Planning  and  Elder  Law  from  Western 
New  England  College  School  of  Law. 

Randy  Metz  has  been 
admitted  to  the  Pennsylvania 
Bar  and  joined  the  Bethlehem 
office  of  Thomas,  Thomas 
&  Hafer  as  an  Associate 
where  he  will  focus  his 
practice  on  liability  defense. 
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2006 


Class  Agent  Julia  Lentini  email: 
juliaklentini&gmail.  com 

Patricia  J.  Cantara  has  joined  the  firm  of  Ehrhard 
&  Associates,  P.C.  located  In  Worcester,  IVIA. 

David  E.  Hoyle  has  accepted  an  Associate  position 
at  the  law  firm  of  Hawthorne,  Ackerly  and  Dorrance, 
LLC,  located  in  New  Canaan,  CT.  His  practice  is  con- 
centrated in  the  areas  of  international  and  domestic 
estate/tax  planning,  business  tax  planning,  and 
probate,  David  is  also  in  his  final  year  of  the  LL.M. 
program  in  Estate  Planning  and  Elder  Law  at  Western 
New  England  College  School  of  Law. 

Cathleen  C.  Long  has  accepted  a  position  as  an 
Associate  at  the  law  firm  of  Alderman  &  Alderman 
located  in  Hartford  where  she  will  focus  her  practice 
m  the  areas  of  bankruptcy  law,  business  law,  credi- 
tor's rights,  and  general  litigation. 


2007 


Catherine  Irwin-Smiler  will  be  leaving  Western  New 
England  College  School  of  Law  as  Senior  Research 
Librarian  to  take  a  position  at  Wake  Forest  in 
North  Carolina, 

Trade  IVI.  Kester  has  become  an  Associate  with 
the  firm  of  Anninno,  Draper  &  Moore,  P.C,  located 
in  Springfield. 

Elizabetli  A.  Simpson  has  been  promoted  to  the 
position  of  Assistant  Director  of  Gift  Planning  for 
Western  New  England  College. 

Tiiomas  J.  Yelverton  has  opened  his  law  office 
located  in  Marshfield,  MA. 

Jeremy  A.  iVIictiaei,  Esq.  recently 
joined  Dietz  &  Company  Architects 
as  the  firm's  Contract  Administrator 
^l^^k^    and  an  Architectural  Intern.  Prior  to 
^^P^^^^  earning  his  law  degree,  Jeremy  also 
^H*  j^^^l  has  a  Master  of  Architecture  from 
j^^H  Montana  State  University.  He  cur- 
rently  is  pursuing  his  architectural 
license  by  completing  the  National  Council  of  Archi- 
tectural Boards  (NCARB)  licensure  requirements. 
Prior  to  joining  Dietz  &  Company  Architects,  Michael 
worked  at  DBM  Enterprises,  Inc.  in  Agawam,  MA. 


Class  Agents  Kelly  Koch  email: 
kellykoch32@gmail.  com 

Stephanie  Schlatter  email:  sschlatter@hotmail.com 

Elizabeth  Ho  Sing  has  accepted  a  position  as  an 
Associate  with  the  firm  of  Wilson  Elser  located  in 
White  Plains,  NY. 


2000 


Harjot  Dhesa  has  accepted  a  Judicial  Clerkship  in 
Toms  River,  NJ,  for  the  Ocean  County  Family  Court. 


In  Memoriam 


The  magazine  has  received  notice  of  the  deaths  of  the  following  members  of  the  School  of  Law  family. 


Bal(er,  James  E.  Jr.  '89  passed  away  on  Septem- 
ber 23,  2008.  He  is  survived  by  his  parents,  James 
Sr.  and  Marion  Baker;  and  his  children,  Zachary, 
Edmund,  Jennifer,  and  James. 

Barnet  E.  Giventer  '89  passed  away  March  11, 
2008.  He  leaves  his  mother,  Mildred  Giventer;  his 
wife.  Donna  Giventer;  and  his  children,  Evan  and 
Sara  Giventer. 

William  F.  Mufatti  '62  passed  away  March  16, 
2008.  He  is  survived  by  his  wife,  June  Mufatti  of 
Pittsfield,  MA;  his  son,  William  F.  Mufatti  Jr.  of 
Nassau,  NY;  and  a  daughter,  LeeAnn  Zucco. 

Douglas  0.  Parker  '71  passed  away  May  17, 
2008.  He  is  survived  by  his  daughter,  Katharine  P 
Gordon  of  Pittsburgh;  and  his  brother,  the  Rev- 
erend Van  Parker  of  West  Hartford,  CI 

Pamela  A.  Raposa  '90  passed  away  May  18, 
2008.  She  is  survived  by  her  husband,  Richard  A. 
Raposa  of  Citrus  Springs,  FL;  her  sister,  Joan 


McCahill  of  Rainbow  Springs,  FL;  and  her  brother, 
Gene  LaBounty  of  Lyndon,  VT. 

Karen  L.  Simmons  '96  passed  away  February  10, 
2008.  She  leaves  her  mother,  Louise  Baptiste  Sim- 
mons of  Wilmington,  NC;  her  daughter,  Dana 
Marie  Simmons-Greco  of  Brooklyn;  her  brother, 
Douglas  Paul  Simmons  of  Wilmington,  NC;  and 
her  special  friend,  William  H.  Hall  of  Bath,  NC. 

Richard  F.  Tolisano  Sr.  '81  passed  away  June  6, 
2008.  He  leaves  his  wife,  Jean  ToLsano;  and  his 
children  Nicole,  Anthony,  Richard  Jr.,  and  Vanessa 
of  South  Glastonbury,  CI 

Thomas  N.  Turner  '92  passed  away  May  26,  2008. 
He  is  survived  by  his  wife,  Marcia  Tibbetts  Turner 
of  Spruce  Head,  ME;  his  daughter,  Iracey  Nelson 
lurner-Keyser  of  North  Carolina;  and  his  son, 
Lorence  Tibbetts  Turner  of  Camden,  ME. 


We  are  always  interested  in  hearing  from  you.  If  you  have  news  of  career  advancement  or  change,  professional 
iccomplishments  or  activities,  marriages,  births,  changes  in  address,  or  any  other  news,  please  share  it  with  us. 


Heard  Around 
Campus 

A  Bulletin  Board  of  Excerpts  from 
Recent  Speeches  on  Campus 

"  I  have  never  really  felt  any  obstacles 
with  my  ethnicity.  People  may  perceive 
me  in  a  certain  way,  but  I  just  don't  think 
about  it.  I  just  go  on  with  my  life  and  my 
practice.  I  pick  a  jury,  not  thinking  about 
'How  are  they  going  to  view  me?',  but 
'Are  they  a  peer  of  my  client,  how  are 
they  going  to  view  my  client?'  I  really  try 
not  to  consciously  think  about  it,  and 
maybe  I  am  naive  in  doing  that.  The  world 
looks  at  you  differently  if  you  are  a  per- 
son of  color,  but  I  have  just  never  let  it 
affect  me  and  I  try  to  do  my  best  with 
every  case,  no  matter  what. " 

Attorney  Netta  Vatti 

during  the  Color  of  Law  Roundtable 

on  February  29,  2008 

Justice  Scalia  told  the  Clerk  of  the 
Court  to  upload  the  video  of  the  car  chase 
in  Scott  V.  Harris  to  the  Supreme  Court's 
website.  This  is  the  first  opinion  in  the  U.S. 
Reports  that  has  a  URL.  You  can  go  to  this 
URL  and  see  the  video  of  the  car  chase 
and  as  Justice  Scalia  said  'we  are  happy  to 
let  the  tape  speak  for  itself.'  This  seemed 
like  a  pretty  dramatic  thing  for  the 
Supreme  Court  to  do.  We  are  used  to  them 
giving  reasoned  arguments.  We're  not 
used  to  them  inviting  us  to  decide  for  our- 
selves whether  they  got  it  right 

Dan  Kahan 

Professor  of  Law  at  Yale  Law  School 
during  the  Clason  Speaker  Series 
on  March  3,  2008 
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LAW  ALUMNI 

Benefits  &  Seivices 


As  an  alumnus/a  of  Western  New  England  College  School  of  Law,  the  following 
benefits  and  services  are  available  to  you: 
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Soarch  the  Law  Alumni  Database  of 
Waatem  New  England  Collage  School  of  Law 
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The  Alumni  Healthful 
Living  Center  (AHLC) 

Law  alumni  are  welcome  to  use 
the  world-class  tacillties  of  the 
AHLC  free  of  charge.  Popular 
amenities  include  the  fitness 
center,  pool,  and  track.  For 
details,  call  413-782-1518. 


Alumni  Association  ID  Card 

The  Alumni  Association  ID  allows 
alumni  to  use  the  resources  on  cam- 
pus including  the  Law  Library  and  the 
Alumni  Healthful  Living  Center.  For 
details,  call  413-782-1311  or  email 
cthompson@law.wnec.edu 


f  I 


Alumni  Finder  and  Alumni  Website 

Use  our  website  to  receive  news  from  the  School,  access  library  resources 
or  find  other  Western  New  England  College  School  of  Law  alums  through 
our  "Alumni  Finder"  feature.  Visit  www.law.wnec.edu/alumnl. 

Continuing  Legal  Education  Programs 

Our  highly  successful  CLE  programs  have  covered  topics  ranging  from 
probating  an  estate  to  trying  QUI  cases.  All  alums  get  a  discounted  rate 
of  $80.  For  details,  visit  www.law.wnec.edu. 


Career  Services 

Alumni  seeking  career  advice  or  offering  employment  can  take  advantage  of  the 
services  of  the  Office  of  Career  Services.  The  office  assists  with  resume  writing, 
employment  correspondence,  interviewing  preparation,  career  decision  making, 
and  job  search  strategy.  Through  the  online  Intercollegiate  Job  Bank,  alums 
have  access  to  job  listings  from  law  schools  across  the  country.  The  office 
can  also  coordinate  reciprocity  with  over  50  law  schools.  Contact  them  at 
jobpost@law.wnec.edu  or  413-782-1416. 

Networking  with  Other  Alums 

Networking  opportunities  for  alumni  include  the  Alumni  receptions  hosted  by 
the  School  of  Law  at  various  locations  around  the  country,  reunions,  and  the 
Dinner  for  Students  and  Alumni  of  Color. 

The  Law  Alumni  Association  is  branching  out  and  would  like  your  support 
revitalizing  our  alumni  chapters.  We  are  currently  forming  chapters  in  Wash- 
ington, DC;  Boston;  and  Hartford.  To  participate,  please  contact  the  Office  of 
Law  Alumni  Relations  at  413-782-1311. 


Alumni 
Publications 

Alumni  of  the  School 
of  Law  receive  the 
full  color  Perspectives 
magazine  twice  a  year 
and  the  newsletter  Law 
School  Digest  Ihree 
times  a  year. 


Western  New  England 
Law  Review 

Alumni  Subscription  $17.00 
Non-Alums  $25.00 


Please  enclose  payment  with 

your  order 

SEND  REQUESTS  TO: 

WESTERN  NEW  ENGLAND 

LAW  REVIEW 

1215  Wilbraham  Road 

Springfield  MA  01119-2684 

or  call  413-782-1463 


J.D.  Course  Auditing  J.D.  courses 
in  the  School  of  Law  may  be  audited 
on  a  space  available  basis  with  the 
permission  of  the  Associate  Dean  for 
Academic  Affairs  by  an  alumnus/a  who 
has  completed  the  J.D.  degree  at 
Western  New  England  College  School 
of  Law.  Call  413-782-1402  or  visit 
www.law.wnec.edu/alumni 

Transcript  Requests  Law  transcripts 
are  issued  by  the  Student  Records 
Office  at  the  School  of  Law.  For  more 
information,  call  the  Student  Records 
Office  at  413-782-1401  or  fax  your 
request  to  413-796-2067. 

Replacing  a  Diploma  if  your 
diploma  is  lost  or  damaged,  you  can 
replace  it  by  calling  Student  Administra- 
tive Services  at  800-325-1122  ext. 
2080.  (A  $30  service  fee  is  required.) 

The  College  Bookstore  There's  no 
better  way  to  proudly  display  your  law 
school  connection  than  with  a  shirt  or 
memento  from  the  College  Bookstore. 
For  more  information,  call  413-782- 
1284  or  visit  www.wnec.bkstr.com. 

Insurance  Discounts  As  a  graduate 
of  Western  New  England  College,  you 
may  qualify  for  a  special  group  discount 
on  your  auto,  home,  and  renter's  insur- 
ance. For  details,  call  413-782-1311  or 
visit  www.law.wnec.edu/alumni. 

Alumni  Affinity  Credit  Card 

The  College  offers  enrollment  in  an 
affinity  credit  card.  For  every  purchase 
you  make  with  the  card  a  percentage 
will  be  donated  to  the  College.  For 
details  call  the  Office  of  Law  Alumni 
Relations  at  413-782-1311. 


School  of  Law  Library 

Free  access  to  western  Massachusetts' 
only  academic  law  library  is  an  out- 
standing alumni  resource.  For  hours  or 
information,  call  413-782-1457  or  visit 
the  School  of  Law  website  at 
www.law.wnec.edu/library 


D'Amour  Library  The  D'Amour 
Library  serves  as  a  valuable  resource 
to  alumni  undertaking  professional 
research  or  expanding  their  personal 
reading  enjoyment.  Alumni  I  D.  card 
required.  Call  413-782-1535  or  visit 
tittp://libraries.wnec.edu 


Learn  more  about  alumni  benefits  and  services  at: 
www.law.wnec.edu/alumni. 


The  Office  of  Law  Alumni  Relations  serves  as  a  resource  to  our  members,  committees, 
and  regional  chapters.  Feel  tree  to  contact  Carol  Thompson  at  413-782-1311  with 
questions  about  benefits,  events,  or  volunteer  opportunities. 
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Stephanie  Watkins'  legal  education  has  taken  her  far  afield  from  her  original 
career  as  a  police  officer  in  Connecticut.  It  opened  doors  of  opportunity  she 
never  imagined,  yet  she  hasn't  forgotten  where  she  got  her  start:  Western 
New  England  College  School  of  Law. 


Today,  she  heads  the  UK 
offices  of  Hartford  Steam 
Boiler,  HSB  Engineering 
Insurance  Ltd.  as  CEO  and 
Managing  Director  in  London. 
While  no  longer  working  in  a 
formal  legal  capacity,  she  con- 
tinues to  rely  upon  the  skills 
she  cultivated  at  Western 
New  England  College.  "I'm 
still  using  the  skills  I  learned 
being  a  lawyer — the  ability  to 
problem  solve  and  think 
strategically,  logically,  and 
clearly,  and  to  see  the  forest 
through  the  trees." 

Stephanie  feels  compelled 
to  give  back  to  support  Acade- 
mic Quality  initiatives  through 
the  Annual  Fund  because  of 
the  support  she  was  given  as  a 
self-supporting  law  student. 


"I  was  newly  married 
and  benefited  from 
various  scholarships 
and  financial  aid  that 
the  School  gave  me 
based  on  academic 
achievement.  That  was 
important  and  I  know 
they  couldn't  do  that 
today  if  they  didn't 
have  donors  like  me." 

Stephanie  believes  sup- 
porting academics  will  help 
the  School  gain  recognition 
long  overdue.  Just  out  of  law 
school  she  worked  as  a  Trial 
Associate  at  Day,  Berry,  and 
Howard  (now  Day  Pitney 
LLP),  where  she  served  on 


the  hiring  committee.  She 
remembers,  "When  I  was  a 
new  lawyer,  I  felt  that  Western 
New  England  College's  repu- 
tation, particulady  in  Con- 
necticut, hadn't  kept  pace 
with  reality.  I  felt  strongly  that 
the  lawyers  it  was  producing 
were  just  as  good,  and  frankly 
better  than  the  quality  of 
some  graduates  coming  out  of 
better-known  or  Ivy  League 
schools." 

Through  her  support  of 
Academic  Quality,  she  hopes 
to  "reinforce  that  image  of 
quality  and  help  the  School 
continue  that  tradition  of  aca- 
demic excellence,  which  after 
all  is  the  foundation  of  what 
we  do." 


GIVE  BACK  TO  WHERE 
YOUR  FUTURE  BEGAN. 

SUPPORT  THE  ANNUAL 

ALUMNI  FUND 
www.law.wnec.edu/alumni 


Call  JoAnne  O'Neil  at  413-782-1523 

Advancement  Division  School  of  Law 
Western  New  England  College 
1215  Wilbraham  Road 
Springfield,  MA  01119-2684 

Or  use  the  envelope  in  this  magazine. 


OCTOBER  2008 

28    Ninth  Annual  Dinner  for 

Students  and  Alumni  of  Color 
Log  Cabin  Banquet  &  Meeting 
Room,  Holyoke,  MA,  6:00  p.m. 

30    Color  of  Law  Roundtable— 
Jessica  Torres  '99,  S.  Prestley 
Blake  Law  Center,  12:00  noon 

10   Color  of  Law  Roundtable— Charles 
Groce  III  '97,  S.  Prestley  Blake  Law 
Center,  12:00  noon 

14    Mental  Health  Seminar 

S.  Prestley  Blake  Law  Center 
8:00  a.m.-5:00  p.m. 

17    Clason  Speaker  Series— Stephanie 
Robinson,  S.  Prestley  Blake  Law 
Center,  12:00  noon 

21    Massachusetts  Bar  Swearing  In 
Ceremony 

25    Law  and  Business  Center  Speaker 
Series— Robert  Fairlee,  S.  Prestley 
Blake  Law  Center,  12:00  noon 

JANUARY 2009 

15  "Planning  for  Retirement 
Benefits:  A  Morning  with 
Natalie  Choate,"  Rivers  Memorial 
Hall.  8:30  a  m -12:00  noon 

16  Massachusetts  Appeals  Court 
Sitting  9:30-12:30 

17  Law  and  Business  Center  for 
Advancing  Entrepreneurship 
Third  Annual  Interdisciplinary 
Conference — "Entrepreneurship  in 
a  Global  Economy,"  S.  Prestley 
Blake  Law  Center,  daylong  event 

17-18  Alumni  Association  Board 
Meeting,  S.  Prestley  Blake 
Law  Center 

18  Reunion  2008 

Naismith  Memorial  Basketball 
Hall  of  Fame 

22  Dial-A-Lawyer 

22   Law  and  Business  Center  Speaker 
Series— Darien  Ibrahim,  S.  Prestley 
Blake  Law  Center,  12:00  noon 

29    Color  of  Law  Roundtable— 
Elizabeth  Arana,  S.  Prestley  Blake 
Law  Center,  12:00  noon 

NOVEMBER  2008 

FEBRUARY 2009 

1      13th  Annual  Supreme  Court 

Conference,  S.  Prestley  Blake  Law 
Center,  Room  A 
9:30a.m.-12:30  p.m. 

6     Washington,  DC,  Alumni 
Reception,  Petits  Plats 
6:00-8:00  p.m. 

6     Law  and  Business  Center  Speaker 
Series — Laurie  Hauber,  S.  Prestley 
Blake  Law  Center,  12:00  noon 

24    Color  of  Law  Roundtable — 
Asker  Saeed,  S.  Prestley  Blake 
Law  Center,  12:00  noon 

DECEMBER  2008 

MARCH  2009 

5     Law  and  Business  Center  Extreme 
Business  Makeover,  TD  Banknorth 
Community  Conference  Room, 
1441  Main  Street,  12:00  noon 

27    Law  and  Business  Center  How  To 
Institute,  S.  Prestley  Blake  Law 
Center,  all  day 

irioit  iiriiiiAi  loiif  iiinon  orlii    For  more  infornnatlon,  visit  vwi^w.law.vi/nec.edu/alunnni 
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